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Who was winning 10 years ago?

Advanced Experienced Beginners



November - AGM December - Joe O'Neill November - John Sheeran December - Joe O'Neill



Thanks to Pacelli
A long-standing scribe of many hundreds (or maybe thousands) of words has hung up his pencil for the last time (or
for the near future at least). His words have captured the actions, the tips, the tricks, the whiticisms of so many
demonstrators, that has made our Newsletter unique.
I would like to say a big thanks to Pacelli O'Rourke for doing a great service to the Chapter for so long.
Mike Sims.
P.S. If there are any other budding W. Shakespears out there, then please step forward.



The Wednesday Gallery for October
featured the work of Sean Ryan.



Who were the winners 10
years ago - Oct 2007

Memories of Gerry Ryan

It was with great sadness that I learned of the recent death (7th Oct 2017) of Gerry Ryan. He
died after a short illness and I am sure that I speak for you all in conveying condolences to
Carmel, his wife, and his children and their families.

I got to know Gerry when he kindly offered me the use of workshop at his home in Blackrock,
an example of his charitable nature. I spent many pleasant hours there, chatting as we worked,
swapping stories and advice. As woodturners, we were quite different. Before making a piece, I
would have to plan it, make it, and then review it for any faults. Gerry preferred to work more
intuitively; placing a piece of wood on the lathe and allowing it to evolve as he stood before it,
chisel in hand. He was very much from the “free spirit” school, in this respect.

He was very charitable in his woodturning; making things for people who had brought him a piece of wood and ask
him to “make something of it”. He was adept at making trophies or pen holder sets from the lignum vitae bowling
woods that his bowling buddies had. He was in the process of making a model submarine for his barber in Blackrock.

His charity did not stop at woodturning. He delivered for Meals On Wheels and he helped dementia and Alzheimer’s
sufferers by taking them out on excursions.

I knew Gerry for a relatively short time and you will all have your own memories of him. Mine would be of a friendly,
humorous, and charitable man who had an influence on my life.

May he rest in peace.

Mike Sims.










