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Who was winning 1 0 years ago?
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Tallaght Hospital Exhibition Report (+ a News Flash) - by Paul Murtagh.

We had another great three day show in Tallaght Hospital, in July raising a total of €1 1 30 for the Alzheimer’s

Society of Ireland. This great result was due mainly to the Guild members who contributed most items for sale. We

had some really top quality pieces on the table and a big thank you is due to all , with a special thanks to Pat Walsh

who handed in a big box of more than 30 pieces. Of course the exhibition could not have happened without a loyal

band of helpers who took turns on the tables. Many thanks to all .

The exhibitions are our l ink to the outside world where we can put our work on display, discuss the craft of

woodturning with the public and occasionally recruit new members for the guild. We had a steady flow of visitors

admiring the items and finding out al l about woodturning. Most people were delighted to discover that al l the items

were produced right here in Dublin, often from native trees.

Once again our facil itator in the hospital arts office, Ms Hilary Moss, was most helpful in providing the space and

all the assistance we needed during our three days. We hope to be back there next year.

Paul Murtagh.

News Flash.

Tal laght Library Exhibition / Show is on Friday 27th and Saturday 28th of November. The times are from 1 0 am to

4.30 pm both days. Please donate items for sale. Also I wil l be looking for helpers to man the display.

Many thanks, Paul (0871 331 292).

The Wednesday demo was given by Charl ie Ryan. He chose to make a salt, pepper and toothpick-holder set. A

simple item that is always useful, Charl ie favoured a plain design, and showed us the importance of planning

something that has to be assembled from separately turned parts. i
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Caption Competition - November

Last months caption: -

The Woodcutters of Larch Hill - from James (Shay) Nolan.

I found this picture recently and it brought back memories of “The wood cutters of Larch Hill” that I thought were
worth sharing.
Myself, Barry Dunne, Henry East, and the late Michael Kenny went to Larch Hill where Michael attended his beloved
Walnut trees. Michael made a mixture at home which he added to water and as he said “I need to feed the trees this
will help them.”
The Walnut trees were planted a few years back and Michael loved to tend to them every time he was invited to Larch
Hill by Barry Dunne. Barry would look for volunteers at our meetings in Terenure to attend to the planting and
maintenance of the trees at Larch Hill. It was on one of our visits to Larch Hill that we discovered an Elm tree in an
adjacent field.
We made contact with the farmer and acquired the tree after some haggling by myself we agreed a price. We got such
fun out of cutting the tree and dividing the loot among
ourselves. Many visits were made to the site over several
weekends. I myself got great enjoyment and distraction from
events which were happening in my own life when my wife
Linda took ill that year.
I visited Michael at his home in Woodlawn Churchtown many
times over the years and got some fascinating tips on wood and
the use of many tools he had in his studio at the end of his
garden.
The photograph, from 2004, was taken by Barry Dunne. The
line up from left to right is myself; the late Michael Kenny and
Henry East.

* James Gallagher suggested "The TV picture is perfect, but I don't understand

why there is no sound".

* Gerry Ryan suggested "Who put the teapot up there?".

In memory of Owen Furniss, who passed away recently.

"A man who could turn his hand to anything" - that is how many people remember Owen.

Stained glass maker; radio ham; scouter; canal longboater; webmaster. He designed and built

our first website, that opened with a spindle-turning animation. He wil l be remembered locally

for his contribution to woodturning. He was an accomplished turner, demonstrator and

competition judge who urged his fel low judges to "look beyond the glossy finish". You may recall

his famous "apple" with the secret drawer or his banksia and pewter cruet items. He taught

evening classes and introduced several current Chapter members to woodturning. He also

made the Turner of the Year trophy that is awarded for the advanced category, so now we can

remember him every year. Thankyou Owen.

(Compiled from conversations with various members, including Paddy Finn, Rich Varney and James Gallagher). Mike Sims.
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Demonstrators 201 5

Saturday Wednesday

November - Bob Finley
December - Joe O'Neill

November - Malcolm Hill
December - Joe O'Neill

October Competition Entrants

Entries for Indiviual categories
were not photographed.
The picture is of all categories (and
some pieces escaped).

Did you know that it is reckoned that trees are masters of both
self-defense and communication!
Look at this and other amazing facts about trees at: -

http: //landarchs.com/8-amazing-facts-trees-didnt-know/

How can you tell
the difference
between a
plumber and a
chemist?
Ask them to say
"unionized".
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Competitions 201 5

October
Competition Winners

Martin Boyle - Beg

Jonathan Wigham - Exp

Seamus McKeefry - Adv Michael Fay - Art

Colm Hyland - adv

Martin O'Halloran - exp
Richard Murphy - beg

Who were the winners 10
years ago October?



November 2015 www.dublinwoodturners.com Page 7

Overall Competition Results
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IWG National Seminar – A personal view by Rich Varney.

When Mike asked me to write a review of the national seminar for the newsletter, my reply was that it would be

difficult to give a review from the standpoint of a delegate. As with the last few years since I took over co-

ordinating the seminar competitions from Joe Laird, much of my time was spent in a room adjacent to the

competition area cataloging entries and photographs, sorting out sl ide shows and arranging certificates. So

instead here is my personal view of the seminar:

There is a duty of care to the pieces that

are entered into the competitions which

means that they have to be kept at arms

length from visitors and delegates. I t is also

important that the pieces are photographed

and can be attributed to the correct turner in

the Journal and on the website as well as at

the sl ide show of winners at the Saturday

dinner. My worst nightmare of getting

names mixed up on pieces and announcing

the wrong winner thankful ly, once again, did

not material ise this year. That is in no small

part thanks to the team from Craobh Cuig

Deag who worked taking in the entries and to Peter Lyons who photographed them as they arrived. My only

disappointment with this year's competition was the poor turnout. I t was the lowest I have seen at a National

Seminar. In one respect it made my workload l ighter, and for once I was ready for the Saturday evening meal on

time, but the room looked sparse and we could certainly have done with another 30 – 40 pieces. While the

quantity fel l short, the quality of the pieces that were on display was magnificent. The photos of al l of the pieces

entered are up on the IWG website – www.irishwoodturnersguild.com and many wil l appear in the Winter

Journal. Congratulations to Michael Fay who's bowl in a cube was one of the pieces bought by the Daniel

Collection.

The biggest success of the weekend was the chapter challenge. The bicycles that were on display in the foyer of

the Radisson Blu at Dublin Airport were a fabulous advert for the IWG and woodturning. The display looked

stunning, indeed the management at the Radisson were so impressed that they hurriedly organised extra l ighting

to show off the bikes. The location certainly gave us a large foot fal l of members of the public and there was a

marvelous buzz around the foyer on Saturday and Sunday. A cycling enthusiast who happened to be at the hotel

over the weekend was so taken with the display that he negotiated buying the Limerick and District Chapter's

racing bike. The delay to the Autumn Journal gave me the opportunity to include photos of the bikes close up and

show off some of the fantastic detai l in them.

As for demonstrations, I only got to see a little of

Mark Baker who I always find excellent value for

money. The feedback I have had on the

demonstrations was very good. Once again there

wil l be more on this end of things in the next

Journal. The hotel had a number of advantages

from the point of view of running the seminar over

Sligo and Kil larney. The demonstration rooms

were all in the same area making them easy to

find and navigate between. The competitions area
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was separate from the trade stands which was a massive help to me. The trade stand area was a little smaller than

in the last few years, but was sti l l fi l led with plenty for delegates to buy. I thought the food was the best I had had at

any recent seminar and the staff were extremely helpful. Craobh Cuig Deag did a great job in hosting the seminar

and deserve congratulations.

There were a number of additions at this year's Seminar. These included screens in front of each lathe which are

now a necessity given the insurance constraints on running the seminar. All demonstrations were wired up for

sound which made it easier for both demonstrators and delegates alike. All of our demonstrators seemed happy

with the weekend and we have had some great feedback.

My biggest disappointment of the weekend was the noticeable drop in attendance. I would estimate that the

numbers were down by at least 40 from recent seminars. There are a number of factors that may have affected this

year's seminar attendance. For one, the accommodation at the hotel was more expensive than in Sligo. Having said

that, Sl igo was an exception. The price of a room in Dublin matched that in Kil larney three years ago. While that

may be a factor for some IWG members, those from Dublin had the opportunity to attend as cheap a seminar as

any in the last 1 0 years. I travelled to the hotel daily (on some days I did the trip several times) and found it was an

easy 1 5-20 minute trip from Lucan even in Friday rush hour traffic. Parking at the hotel was free. The hotel was

extremely easy to find and get to – Dublin Airport is well signposted and well connected. Worry's about the location

traffic and motorways may have been a worry for some, but it is worth bearing in mind that it is possible to reach the

hotel via back roads easily.

I have not seen exact figures as yet for seminar numbers. They wil l be analysed by the executive committee as wil l

any feedback from chapters and members. Feedback is important from both those who attended as to what was

good and bad and those who did not as to why. There were a lot of faces who are normally seen at our national

seminars particularly from the Dublin Chapter that did not attend this year. Whether members choose to attend

seminars or meetings is of course their prerogative

and there is of course an onus on the executive

committee to make the seminar attractive to members

by listening to and where possible acting on feedback.

However there also needs to be a realisation on the

part of members that the committee are acting in the

best interests of the organisation and are doing this on

an entirely voluntary basis. I t is easy to take the effort

that goes into the seminar al l year round for granted.

I 've been guilty of this myself in the past. Planning and

managing cost for an event such as our seminar is a

difficult task, even more so when exact numbers

attending are not known unti l very close to or during

the seminar. The reality is that a significant drop in numbers wil l mean a significant drop in income. And ultimately

this can only be addressed by either cutting costs (i .e. scal ing back the seminar) or by increasing income (i.e.

raising the price). We have a seminar that is the envy of many other organisations, but its viabil ity is dependent on

the support it gets.

After 201 6 I do not expect the Seminar wil l be in Dublin again for some considerable time. I would therefore

encourage as many members of the Dublin Chapter as possible to support the IWG and our neighbours in Craobh

Cuig Deag by coming to next year's seminar to enjoy a wonderful weekend of woodturning.

Rich Varney




