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e-mail:
ofurniss@telecom.ie




From The

Editor

y)
ES_J easons greetings

to one and all. As
Christmas day
approaches every
woodturner in the land
prepares for the
Christmas holidays in a
traditional manner. As
in times past and with
years of experience we
prepare for the big day.
No, I am not talking
about the turkey or
ham or even the cake
and puddings. I am
talking about the long
tradition of woodturn-
ers dropping those all
important hints for
tools, chucks, waxes,
polishes or even the
new lathe that we all
hope for each year.
Just like you I also have
been scanning the
catalogues and

magazines and highlight-
ing all the new toys, sorry
tools that I want, oops,
need for the coming
season.

However, there is a
price to be paid as she (her
indoors) invades the
workshop in order to
recoup some of the cash
spent on toys/tools. Ina
frantic hunt for some
tumed item suitable to be
given to great aunt i.e. a
present that won’t have to
be bought. Is there a piece
“perfect enough” or can
she take that one item you
were planning
to finish (!)
for that
exhibition
next year.

Yes there is
always a price
to be paid,
no toys
without pain,

All joking
aside there is
an endless

supply of catalogues
offering everything from
tools to safety equipment
and beyond. It is impossi-
ble to have them all and
even if you did where
would you put them all in
our small workshops. |
sometimes believe in the
minimilist approach like
that taken by Guadalupe
with his hand made tools
and very basic bow lathe.
If he can do that kind of
work with those tools we
should be doing even
better work with the mass
of tools available to us.

Last but not least, I
would like to wish Chris
Hayes every success as
your new editor and |
hope to be able to contrib-
ute to the newsletter in
the future. Wishing you
all a happy, peaceful and
prosperous Christmas,
may all your wishes come
true

Phillip Murray Ed...



October 1997--
Demo by Mick Healy on
Thimbles.

Since this subject has been
well covered in a previous
newsletter report( Oct. 96) |
will not include too much
unnecessary detail on this
occasion, Instead I will
attempt to include some of
Mick's useful tips or ideas
which are often more useful
than a straightforward
account.

Cheap or plain wood is
more suitable for thimbles
and seems to sell better too.
A tapered spade type drill
is useful for getting started
quickly but any 13mm bit
will do. A piece of waste
timber a little larger than
your thimble size and a few
inches long, tapering at
both ends makes a useful
drive combined with a way
of holding the blank while
you shape as required.
Bring up the tailstock where
necessary. Short bladed
tools are easier to use and if
you can face doing it break
off that very long chisel or
gouge to make two. Turn at
fastest possible speed and
aim for a minimum wall
thickness of 3/sixteenths or
4mm at the business end.
After all somebody might
want to use it as a thimble.
Sand and seal as usual and
polish as preferred.

Copying a chair leg --
by Peter Mulvanney
Once again Peter has made
things easier by providing
me with prepared notes. His
demo began with a little

background to the development
of chairs from the times when
only the wealthy or powerful
had a personal chair, everybody
else having to get along on
communal benches or perhaps
less. Gradually stools became
commonplace, the three-legged
variety being the most suitable
for uneven floors which was the
norm then. Some variety of
stools were made from cleaved
timber but gradually ones
turned by local craftsmen
became more readily available
and in much demand. This led
to chairs being constructed
from turned legs and rails
which is believed to have been
developed by bodgers working
with pole lathes next to their
raw material source in coppiced
woodland. There was already
an established tradition among
woodland workers(coppicers)
manufacturing agricultural and
domestic wooden products
close to a ready supply of
timber. Naturally enough this
is not the whole story of the
history of chairmaking but it
serves as an illustration of how
turning simple implements and
tools continued into producing
furniture of sorts.

To begin to copy a chair leg
obtain a blank or a piece which
near as possible matches the
original. It helps to have the
chair itself handy so as to
determine socket size, i.e.
where the leg joins the seat.
Often this hole is tapered
requiring that the leg is made to
suit. Also you have to consider
how the leg connects to stretch-
er and rail.

Have the original leg set up
opposite your working position,

behind the lathe and at a
convenient height, Tip : Peter
advises the use of a ring drive
to reduce the chances of a dig
in at some crucial stage, Cut
the blank to the exact same
length as the original. Turn to
a cylinder whose diameter is no .
less than the maximum thick-
ness of the old
leg. Carefully
turn a spigot
at one end to
fit the chair
socket. Tip: Try a
cheap spanner
sharpened at the
flats to produce an
accurate fit. Switch off lathe .

Place the old leg on top of
the freshly turned cylinder and
mark out the major features
and only the most important at
this stage to save confusion. Its
sometimes best to do all beads
tirst ensuring that all diameters
correspond to the original.
Again a sharpened spanner may
help to produce beads quickly
and of uniform size.. Continue
until all beads,coves or other
features are complete. Tip :
Remember if using a skew that
this is only practical if the
blank is not more than 2 and
half times the width of the tool.
A small gouge is useful for

refining the shape of beads.

Sand and finish to match
original. Tip: If necessary to
dye or stain the finished leg try
using a hair dryer to accelerate
the process. Peter has

copyright!

Demo November 97 by
Guadalupe Campas Ceron
from Mexico, on turning
wood barefooted!
Since this sensation was well

(See “Demo's" continued on page 6) E




Turning A Weed Pot. e+ [N

Weed pots are good projects which can be very
simple craft items or very sophisticated and elegant.
They are also very good projects for the novice turner
which use a number of tool techniques to turn
continuous curves in the pieces.

Weed pots also are good projects for those
pieces of wood which aren’t suitable for bowls or
other forms, but have significant grain or spalting
patterns. They are popular gift items and are used to
decorate areas with a wisp of dried flowers in the top.  hog off the wood being very agressive with the tools.
Here are the steps that I use in making a weed potat  After you fasten the piece in the chuck or with the
my lathe. faceplate, you can't be as agressive as you can
between centers,

First, I chuck a billet between a spur drive center and I reverse the piece into my chuck and bring up the
my live center. tail stock for support. I can refine the shape a litte

and prepare to turn the top of the piece.

I make the depress:on in the l.op of the weed pot
concave and get
ready to drill the
hole in the pot.

[ use a 3/8" drill bit
with a #2 Morse
taper. I got this
from a mail order
machinist catalog
called MSC in New

I use a roughing gouge to get the piece round.

lTusea parung tool to form the tenon for my mechan- : : Jersey. The MT
i fleakchusck. Yoursy - hilliies arenoemal fiewas and [ sure that they are
_ also use a faceplate if  ayailable across the planet from machinists. After |
you don't have a drill the hole, I use a small 1/4" gouge to clean up the

chuck Just flatten off  hole and taper the piece out to the side.
the end so that the y s

faceplate is flat
against the bottom.

Before I take the
piece from between
the centers, I rough
. out a shape.This

§ allows me to really

A



1 bring up the tail stock to steady the piece usinga live  serpentine shape that resembles a genie bottle. (I have a

center and refine the shape with a 1/2" spindle gouge.
This is a great place to refine your eye for curves. The
serpentine shape is a good example of the turner
learning to recognize grain changing and getting rid of
flats on their pieces.

Finally, I sand the piece using cloth backed abrasives
from the Sanding Catalog people. I start with 150 and
proceed 180, 240, 400.1 usually end with an abrasive
pad to burnish the wood to a sheen.

] reverse turn the piece on the #2 MT drill bit that I

ased above to drill the hole. It is a very convenient way

and I don't have to turn a temporary chuck for this. I
can get to the bottom of the piece except for a tiny
little bit that I have to cut off manually.

Here [ am down to the last little bit. I sand the bottom

smooth and get ready to dismount the piece. It comes
right off the drill bit.

These are some of the shapes that I turn. I like the

thing for Barbara Eden, I guess!)Please turn a few of
these pots and practice some of the tool ;
techniques.They make very nice gifts and nice decortive

items from pieces of wood that aren't really suitable for
a bowl or hollow form.
I usually finish with lacquer and wax, but oil finish

could be used depending on the finish you prefer. I
have found that this is a very popular decorative item
in my family and friends. It allows me to make an easy
project when I don't have a lot of shop time. If [ am
away from the lathe for a weel or two, it is a good
project to get the juices flowing again.

There are many shapes that you can use. This shape is
one that I like, but you can use about any. 1 have seen
Al Basham and Rodger Jacobs use old fence rail, leaving
the weathered section exposed. I have seen exotic burls
made into weed pots and they have been very attrac-
tive. Try one at your lathe.

Tools: Roughing Gouge, Parting tool, spindle gouge,
3/8" #2 MT drill bit

Updated: 04-Mar-1997

by Roger Austin twnc@rtpnet.org



Competition League Table For October,
November and Totals to date 97

Terenure College | Advanced
Position Name points entries Oct Nowv
1 P.Mulvaney 3151 10 286 317
Demcle” contiuned from: poge 3 2 E. OReilly 3020 10 314 331
( i page 3) 3 D. McMahon 2433 8 309 339
X . e H. Kampff 2170 7 332
covered in the March-April 97 newsletter by 5 T. Lally 1797 7 241 235
Mick Healy and Seamus O'Reilly I need only g !f‘g':rt;\:ﬂﬂ 1696 6 250
: 3 1693 6 303
recall a few c.af the molre men}ora‘bie things that 8 T McGill 1607 5 da9.  dse
we saw at this month's meeting in Tert?nure. 9 O. Furniss 1450 5 2927
Firstly, how fast the man is! I timed him out of 10 H. East 1251 4 313
curiosity on the first item he turned which wasa | 11 _’}4 I_?“’Y 962 3
molinillo(so Seamus says) with lots of coves, g ;(Fi:li;s gg: g
beads, grooves and captive rings complete with 14 S. OReilly 570 2
burnt pattern carried out with the aid of a magic | 15 P. Doyle 539 2
stick. If you don't think it's magical try it for 12 ?Sl:ll-.mda g;g i
yourself. And this a.l! t.o?k a mere 15 minutes! 18 S C;;:;dy“ 329 |
Seems a shame to dip it in drinking choclate 19 Joe O'Neill 245 1
after all that effort. After that he carried on Experienced
producing item after item and these were so well | Position Name points entries Oct  Nov
received and appreciated that I believe all were 1 %-JSS-E : 2327 10 273 259
sold before the demo had ended . Additionally, g ] 'afi;:;:’ gi;i :g gf?j gég
many other novelty pieces which Guadalope had | 4 M. Ryan 1260 5 237
brought with him were snapped up by our 5 A. Sloane 953 4 239
discerning friends. ? "f— L*:q;mld’ gg? g 203
While t.he defmo was in progress an unexpect- | g P. O’(‘.“.vo(:;mn 706 3
ed guest arrived in the person of His Excellency | 9 C.Hayes 639 3
the Ambassador for Mexico, Daniel Dulztin, 10 G. Fom‘ml ] e B
together with his two sons. The ambassador is i:lz igr[:l?::‘n :g; 3
responsible for bringing Guadalupe to Ireland in | 3 W Edwads: il 9
the first place, so we owe him a debt too . He 14 Alan Byme 217 1 217
was invited to say a few words to the gathering 15 P. Murray 199 1
and in the course of his address the Ambassador ) Begmners
thanked Mick and his wife Betty for their efforts i"s“‘m Name points E“"’“ Oct ;‘&:’
towards promoting Guadalupe including making | 5 ﬁ,‘%ﬁyﬁm _1:291990 6
a special visit to our friend’s home town in 3 N. Castle 881 5 169
Mexico. This was seen as contributing in a 4 ﬁﬂ;‘id Hogan 738 4 220
. o1 g . . 5 . Kenny 635 4
special way to the bu:ldtng of re]atzons}’ups P el AN SR ol e
between our two countries. Perhaps arising from | P. Ward 466 3
these various happenings there will be a further 8 R. Hurley 440 3
developemt in the exchange of crafts, something | ¢ F.Foley 340 2
that Daniel has begun to explore already. A i? éa:;“M'":Smm ggg ": 205
special word of thanks too to our interpreter, 12 Philip Baugh 203 1
Victor Meneses, who tirelessly attends many 13 D.Bymc 199 1
seesions with Guadalupe, and who did his best to i; IB\"I.[?oyle :gi :
. . « Lunn
convey the questions we threw at him! 16 Nigel M:Conm'.]] 188 1
17 Jean Binnie 183 1 183
18 B. Fennell 182 1
Dunbar Trading Services s ?«gﬂ?c -
« sordon
Timber Supplier Patrick Cyran 21 Jim Crowley 153 1
4 Castleknock Grove, Dublin, 15. 22 Kevin Dunne 139 1
Phone 01 8211 023 SR i A R 151
a :: Egg
Mobile 088 618475 25 R.Tait 00 1




STRIPPING A CHIPPENDALE ..
...OR FRENCH POLISHING A SHERATON?

late of Dodds.

Before you do anything to antique furniture, contact
Barney's Paint Stores. We offer the complete range of
varnishes, polishes, glazes, stains, and waxes to the

antique trade, backed by the experience of Kevin Darcy,

Call to your local Barney’s Paint Stores at
94 Annamore Tce., Cabra, Dublin, 7.

205 South Circular Rd., Dublin, 8. Barney’s
Or call 8681096 i
Web Page Addreses North Strand V.E.C.

Dublin Chapter Home page, http:/-
www.cdubi.i¢/philipDCIWG_Home.h
tml

e-mail Addresses
Phillip Murray e-mail: phillip@clubi.ie

Phillip Murray Editor and
Webmaster...

L'.Jl'cr_‘t'mgs on the last Thursday of
the month at 7.30 - 9.30pm. Contact
Mick Healy about Further Meeting,
Details to be announced of demos.
All are welcome to attend and enjoy
the discussion...

Wanted

Second hand Lathe.
Contact Harmy
Kampff Phone 01-
2982425

| We want to know ||

who you are

Remember

Wear your
badge

Acknowledgements
Demos by Chris Hayes.
Semonar 98” by Owen Furniss.
Turning a Weed Pot ¢/o
Triangle turners of North
Carolina. Jim Molloy,
Competition League Table,
Phillip Murray Editor...

Notice to

{ Woodturning
@ Teachers &
M{A!_I_ Students.

i

The foliowing
is a list of
Turners who
give classes (at
home or in
schools). Would
those who wish to have their
names included on this list please
forward their details in writing, to
myself or any of the committee,
Gerard Byrne St Killians School
Phone 2866874

Joe O'Neill 27 Ballinteer
Drive, Phone 4541822/298441
Tom Newman St Tiernans
Comunity School, Phone
2987141

Willie Caffrey North strand,
Phone 8481725

Petrer Mulvaney, Dunlaoghaire,
Phone 2802745,

= to educate the general public :3
“iregarding the art of woodtumn- :§

The Chapter meets on the first

= Those that are interested are i
= asked to come along and meet :

:Giove, Glenageary. Co Dublin, 2652947
:Vice Chairman & National Committee
:Representative

- Ardmaore Pork Dun Looghaite Co Dublin.
2802745

HonSec Owen Fumisy o !
Broodford Cies. Ballinteer Co, Dublin Ph: 01}
£ 4941262 e-mall: ofurniss@ielecomle i
:Hon Treasurer  Horold Kompft 2
 Drumartin Close, Goatstown, 2982425

i Newsetter Editor  Phillip Mumay

117 Idrone Close, Knocklyan, 4941269 e-
it philip@ciubl e :
- Assistant Ediifor Chris Hayes, 85 Willowpark
" Grove, Glasnevin,Dub, 1, 8422525, E
- Competitions  Jim Molloy 39
:Glenbrook Park, Dublin, 14. 4934477 H
ClUbrarlan  Ed. Farell 29 Deanstown Green, -

;:Hcmr O'Rlordan  Acer Gid, Burnaby Park,
- Grevstones Co Wickiow. 2875345 :

lihe Guild, the Commitiee miake thelr _
- details avaliable to all. Please phene the ]
nearest Committee mermber and they will
i nelp answer your query or put you In
- contact with ethers In your area.

The Dublin Chapter is a local
area Chapter of the Irish
Woodturners Guild. Our

purpose is to provide a meet-

ing place for local tumers to
hare ideas and techniques an

ing.

Saturday of the month in
Terenure College
at 10.00 a.m.

like minds. :

The following are the current
Committee and new members :
are asked to phone their near- :
est Committee member with :
regard to queries or any advice. :

1997/8 Commiittee

Des M hon 21 Amnold

Peter Mulvaney 33

nglas,Dub, 1. 8345818

In order fo help the newer members of -
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Advertismenis , \
(CiTy SAW SERVICES LTD.
ITY SAW SERVIC TD.
New Blades & Sh servic N T
povouis sspengsaee | | ABBEYWOODS | | IDOWNTOWN
Circular Plate Saws
Band Saw Blades- Wood Cutting TOOL & D.1.Y.
Planer Blades, etc STOCKIST OF VENEERS,
"SERVICE - ALL MAKES. At 137 Capel s
4 apel Street,
ESTRIATES FREE SELECTED SOFTWOQODS Dublin, 1.
Aughrim Lane, Aughrim Street, ——— Phone: 873 2000
Dublin 7.
Telephone 838 3935 Fax 8383119 ) R : Fax: 872 4080
L Mohbile: 088 - 551903 i - g
-
Woodcarving Tools,
i -
Bowl Blanks Woodturning Tools,
Turning Stock NG ' ik S e
from Dried Irish - INTRODUCING it s e
oS, years
Brian Walsh “The Home of Woodworking” By Robert Sorby
Ashford Co Bow! Blanks
Wicklow Turnery Squares
Tooling Discount to Members of the Irish
3 Ph 0404 40504 4 Craft Accessories Woodturners Guild available, on
Finishes (Liberon & Rustins) production of your current 96/7
T . Y inlays membership card.
Philip J. Dix & Glues
Co. Ltd. ki Also
Tel: 6717144/6710579, i Power tools: Makita, Kress,
6 As_ton Quay, Dub,2. ABBEY WOODS LIMITED Bosch, ELU, D-eu:'alt plus all
Supplier of Quartz clock __accessories.
movements and ¥nit 22, Baldoyle Industrial Estats, Hand Tools: Stanley, Marshal-
acCesorcs Bublin, 13. town, Evans, Stabila, Arrow,
NEW SHONTEK Quartz Telephone (10) 839 3435 Footprint, Draper.
movement complete with Fex (01) 832 5968 Call for further details.
3 plastic hands £1.50+
\ VAT. J \ J
Disclaimer: While every effort to check details is made prior to publication, their may be erors of omissions. The Irish Woodtumers Guild Dublin Chapter cannol accepl
ai iablﬂi for such errors and wherever possible comections will be notified in rulﬁ issu8... [Page g
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Phillip Murray, Editor ! !
17 Mo s L gr—mmmmm e 4
Templeogue,
Dublin, 1 6.

Phone +353 | 494 1269
e-maik: phillip@ clubi.ic
ULR: hup;affm\w.dubi.iqfphillipﬂ)ClWG_Hum:.hunl




