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Editors Comment

End of another year for the Dublin Chapter.

lts been a very busy year for Dublin Chapter members with our Family day in Larch Hill
and the National Seminar in Cork and the fabulous exhibition in Dublin Castle . Our mem-
bership numbers are increasing steadily and all our new members are extremely welcome.
If any of the new members have any ideas or projects they would like to see demonstrated
please don't be shy. There is no such thing as a silly question and | guarantee that you
wont be the only person waiting for the answer . Every body can learn something from our
monthly demo’s so please stick up your hand and ask any question or even submita a
question to the newsletter by e-mail and we will publish it or supply the answer or find a
man (sorry person) who can.

To all our members past and present the committee wish’s you and your families a Happy
and safe Christmas and hopefully Santa Claus will supply you with a new toy for the work-
shop. | am looking into the possibility of arranging a deal with a company in England called
‘HOTSPOT". They supply wood burning stoves suitable for us in workshops. | have been
looking at there website (www.thehotspot.co.uk) and they seem to offer a very good
range of output sizes to suit various size workshops. If anybody is interested in acquiring a
stove as a method of disposing of shavings and heating their w/shop then please get in
touch with me. We may be able to get a better price if we purchase a number of stoves at
the same time.

Seamus Cassidy has one of the larger size stoves in his workshop and it was very effec-
tive as any of the members who attended his workshop can attest to. The stove gave of
tremendous heat and could be left running over night to maintain a cosy atmosphere in the
shop. This can only benefit your lathe and tools not to mention your fingers when you
sneak of to the workshop on a cold winters evening. Indeed Seamus had several pieces
drying lowly on shelves strategically placed around the stove.

On another note | have been in touch with Sam Moore owner of “The Woodshed” and he
will be attending our January Chapter meeting with a vast array of goodies so be there or
you may miss out on the bargains. Further details can be found on Page 3 ( | bet you wont
forget that page number!!). Sam has offered to bring down any special orders if people
give him a little bit of notice. | for one cant wait ,now where did | put my voucher from
Cork? To all those who don't believe in Santa Claus this might be your opportunity to
stock up for the New Year.



Dublin East Central Chapter Candle stick inserts from America

This chapter meets on second Saturday of each month in Lorcan

Green Community Centre / Scout Hall at 2.00 pm. See map. Anthony Hartney has sent me details

from a site in America which can sup-

ply inserts for candle sticks a swell as
many other items.

www.bearwood .com/shop

Click on the search section and type in
candle stick inserts.

Thanks Anthony keep them coming!!
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LATHE FOR SALE
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L BEAUMONTROAD SEAUMONT ROAD  gapoeacas |
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I | Dubiin East Central Chapter Type: Coronet Major
T - Werue: Lorcan Green Scouts Hall
Ph: (86 8241470

Colour: Maroon

@ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ Condition: Excellent condi
tion, includes vari

ous Accessories

S

Art and Craft Fair
Price: €550.00 0.n.0

Location: St Marks GAA Club
Springfield
Tallaght

Contact:  Christy Dempsey
087-9747905

Date: 2nd December

ASASASA SRS

Fee: 40 Euros per table

All monies raised will go towards the @ Wood turningf lessons available
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Please sup- ro,m .
o fai Joe O’Neill
port this fair . .
on Tuesday/Wednesday mornings
Contact:  Tina Murphy
Mobile no: 086-1038318
@ Home no: 01-4521109 @

from 10;00 —-12:00 a.m.
All levels welcome.

Please contact Joe at 087-6230162
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FOrR JANUARY CHAPTER
MEETING 2007

Santa Claus may be a distant memory but “The Woodshed” is coming to town for all your
woodturning supplies for 2007. If you need any particular items Sam Moore is only a
phone call or e-mail away and he will be happy to bring anything you need on the day just
contact him at the number below

Wood Shed

11 Lowtown Road, Templepatrick, Co. Antrim BT39 OHD
TellFax 028 9443 3833
www.wood-shed.com
e-malil enquiries@ wood-shed.com

Suppliers of
Dried blanks, part-seasoned planks in native timber, exotic blanks,
Pen Mandrels, bushes, kits, blanks, and boxes
Insert clocks, quartz movements, hands, numerals, dials
Lamp fittings, candle cups, lazy susans, glass chimneys, pot-pourri lids
Nova lathes, chucks, turning tools, abrasive dises, finishing pads
Sealers, waxes, polishes, colour dyes, in-lace, suedestex

For any product not mentioned please ask.
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Just in case you fancy making this months demo project for the festive season Michael has
very kindly supplied the notes ahead of schedule

Christmas Decoration
Michael McGee

Icicle

Start with a piece of 1% inch square and mount in chuck. Turn the icicle, starting from its tip and working back towards what
will be the bottom of the globe. Sand and apply sanding sealer as you go. Finally cut a tenon slightly larger than the size of the
drill you will use in boring the hole in the globe.
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Globe

Use a soft wood —usually lighter than the more dense
woods- 2% inches diameter and about 7 inches long
(dimensions are a matter of personal taste). Mount the
blank in a chuck. Turn down to a cylinder and mark the
centre of the piece and then make a further mark on one
side of this line to indicate the size of the spigot for re-
joining and allowing enough waste for parting the two
sections. Now measure the diameter of the cylinder and
mark half the diameter from the two outside lines already
on the piece. Now you have the dimensions for a globe/
- — ball. Or you may choose to make it flattened at each end.

el |

J Whatever your final shape is to be, mark it out from these

Globe blank with marks for parting. Dimensions may vary.
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two lines. Now turn the outside to the final shape, leaving
the section between the two centre lines — don’t be too

— T . . . - . o
N . ——— particular at this point as you will be doing finishing work
W e ) at a later stage. Next use the parting tool between the cen-
One possible pattern for icicle. Again dimensions may vary. tre lines to turn the outside of a spigot as you would for

the lid of a box. Part off the two half globes leaving the

majority of the spigot on one end and enough on the other
to facilitate cutting the recess for fitting together again.
Now turn the inside of the globes — its just like turning two small bowls — making sure you get one to fit snugly into the other for
gluing together later. Make the walls as thin as you are comfortable with — the idea is to reduce the weight as much as possible.
At this point I leave the spigot and waste on both “bowls” — its useful to have the tailstock centre mark for gluing. There’s no
need to sand the inside but try to get an even wall thickness on both halves. Now glue together making sure the grain matches.
When the glue is completely dry proceed with finishing the outside. Firstly remove the waste at the tailstock end. Next drill a
hole (about %2 inch diameter) from the tailstock end right through the globe to the headstock end. This will be used for inserting
the icicle and top. Check the tenon on the icicle for fit at this point. Finish off the outside of the globe, taking care at headstock
end to allow for the hole through the stem near the chuck. Apply sealer and finish. If you are using dye now is the time to apply.
I like to glue the icicle in place while the globe is held in the chuck. You can use the tailstock centre to line up the tip of the ici-
cle to get it centred. When the glue is dry part off the globe at headstock (don’t forget the hole you’ve bored!).

Top

Make the top of the ornament from the remainder of the icicle stock. Turn and fit the icicle first and then shape and finish the top
and part off. Insert a very small brass screw eye into the top of the assembled ornament. If you have only used sanding sealer you
can spray the whole piece with a melamine lacquer or similar product.

Order of turning and Assembly

Start with icicle and complete including parting off from stock in chuck. Next complete globe but don’t part from stock. Fit ici-
cle and adjust hole in globe to fit tenon. Glue and assemble. Part off globe exposing drill hole at tailstock end. Make tenon on top
to fit drill hole in globe. Part off top and complete assemble.
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Editor’s Contact Details

Richard Murphy

26 Springlawn Drive

Blanchardstown
Dublin 15

Ph:087-2958519 E-mail: boomer3@iolfree.ie

Trailer required For Chapter Member.

Specification:  Reasonably straight , Round Wheels would be an advantage, lights working or new candle holders fitted.
Condition: Not to badly stained or at least be able to identify what the previous contents were!!
Price: Negotiable dependant on age and mental agility of seller!

Contact Details: Please contact chairman (Mr Charles Ryan) through the usual channels, Carrier pigeon, letter, phone or E-
MAIL (Sorry last one may be to technical for him stick to the pigeon)

( PS The Editor was only Joking ,Sorry Charley)

Dublin Chapter Members please Take note of this Revised Advertisement!!

He Really is looking for a Trailer so if any body has anything resembling a
trailer please contact Charley Ryan!!

Contacts for Pen Turning Materials from Martin O’Halloran

(The sensitive one in The Dublin Chapter)

www.pennstateind.com
www.woodturningz.com

These sites are very reasonable for pen turning materials and operate a mail order service.
Martin has ordered and received materials from both and has had good service from both.
The normal delivery period is approximately 10 days. Martin suggests asking for US parcel
post for delivery of your order as it is better value.

Penn state industries have a fantastic selection of materials on offer with free downloads of
instructions for assembling all of the kits they can supply.

Martin has recommended a magazine called Woodturning Design. He must have gotten

some great ideas from it judging by some of the beautiful pieces he has produced this year.
Thanks for the info Martin, Keep it coming!!
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Turner Of the Year Awards

Congratulations to all the Dublin chapter members who took part in the monthly competitions
during the year. The standard of the entries is improving all the time and hopefully the number of
entries will increase for 2007. Don’t be shy about entering it's a great way of improving your skills
and getting the answers to all those niggling little problems like torn grain and spongy wood etcet-
era. The winner sof this years awards were as follows;

Beginners Section: Michael McNamara

Experienced Section: Richard Murphy

Advanced section: Martin O’Halloran

Tim McGill Trophy

This Years Winner of the Tim McGill Trophy was Henry East. Well done Henry, a superb piece
finished to perfection and such a simple elegant design. Once again Henry has shown his superb
use of tools and attention to detail to produce a fantastic piece and a well deserved win.

Promotions List For 2006

Brendan Burke
John Killoran
Michael McNamara were promoted from the Beginners section to the Experienced section.

Richard Murphy was promoted from the Experienced section to the Advanced section

Wood turning Exhibition at South Dublin County Council Offices

An exhibition of woodturning will be held at the South Dublin County Council Offices

from Monday 11th December to Saturday 15th December 2006. All are welcome to attend and
support this event. The council offices are close to the Square Shopping Centre in Tallaght and
access is available by Dublin Bus and The LUAS.

Safety Tip Submitted by Michael McGee

Spontaneous Combustion

Oil-soaked rags (Danish oil, Linseed oil etc) need to be hung out, or spread out, to dry before discarding to
avoid spontaneous combustion, which can occur when the finish on the rag reacts with oxygen.

Volume 1, Page 6



Larch Hill Trees

Interested in helping in Larch Hill?
Want to know more about what is happening there?
Give me a call on 4967188. Or 087-6433061.
Barry Dunne.

Exhibition Committee
for 2006

Michael Fay (Chairman) 087-6681345
Helen Mullally (Secretary) 01-6265771
Adrian Finlay 01-4527490

Tom Ford 01-4505543

Frank Gallagher 01-4902879

Albert Sloane 01-2956987
Committee Members for 2007

Position Members Name Contact details
Chairman: Charles Ryan 087-6123936
Secretary: Tommy Boyle 087-6995111
Treasurer Paddy Finn 087-9801142
Newsletter Editor: Richard Murphy 087-2958519
Competitions Secretary: Tom Delaney 087-9504690
Books / Videos John Killoran 01-4903410 (H)
Exhibition Chairman Michael Faye 087-6681345
Committee Member Chris Lawlor 087-6484380
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Competition Results Table 2006

Total Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Advanced
Martin O' Halloran 127 13 11 5 9 15 9 13 7 15 15 15
Pat Michael Walsh 117 6 9 6 13 13 13 11 11 11 13 11
Colm Hyland 81 7 15 11 0 0 11 0 15 9 0 13
Albert Sloane 72 15 13 13 11 0 11 0 0 0 0 9
James Gallagher 27 0 0 0 0 0 7 7 13 0 0 0
Tom Forde 22 0 0 7 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Joe Laird 18 0 13 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Joe O'Neill 17 0 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0
Pat John Walsh 16 5 6 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Albert Dooley 16 9 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Michael Fay 15 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 0
Michael McGee 15 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Una Sheeran 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0
Seamus Carter 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 0
Seamus O'Reilly 11 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cecil Barron 11 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0
Henry East 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0
Sean Ryan 9 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Shay Nolan 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0
Experienced
Richard Murphy 123 :gted 0 15 15 11 0 15 13 11 15 13 15
Pat Lambert 111 0 11 9 13 13 13 0 13 11 15 13
Malcolm Hill 55 13 5 6 0 0 9 0 15 7 0 0
John Holmes 46 0 13 0 0 15 0 9 0 9 0 0
Paddy Finn 39 15 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 6 0 0
Graham Brislane 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 9 13 0 0
Jonathan Wigham 28 0 0 13 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Niall Cabhill 25 0 7 0 0 0 11 7 0 0 0 0
Tom Delaney 19 0 6 7 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0
Frank Gallagher 11 0 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Barry Dunne 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 0
Beginners .
Michael McNamara 94 mrgted 0 13 0 5 11 13 11 15 13 0 13
John Killoran 82 ;rgted 13 0 15 5 6 15 13 0 0 0 15
Brendan Burke 41 ;rgted 0 0 0 15 15 11 0 0 0 0 0
Sean Egan 36 15 0 0 5 7 0 0 0 9 0 0
Chris Cahill 33 0 0 13 11 9 0 0 0 0 0 0
John Kane 33 0 11 9 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
William Hilliard 24 0 15 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tony Hartney 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 11
Martin Downey 18 0 0 11 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Richard Raymond 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0
Michael O'Keeffe 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0
Liz Boden 13 0 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 0
Joe McNally 12 0 7 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Willie Reville 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Frank McGuire 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0
Fintan Savage 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ken Kelly 5 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
John Duff 5 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Volume 1, Page 8



Pleasing Proportions
Michael McGee

I was browsing through the new Bookers bookstore in Blanchardstown recently and picked up an interesting
article in Wood magazine (Issue 173 Nov 06)). It described how to make a Fibonacci gauge. A what! Well that’s
what | said but because it was in a woodworking magazine | read on.

It was basically a description of an instrument (like a three-legged callipers) for getting your proportions just
right in woodwork using the Golden Mean of measurement as used by the ancient Greeks and Egyptians to de-
sign their buildings and monuments for pleasing proportions.

The Golden Mean is a mathematical formula for proportioning one dimension to another to give balanced pro-
portions. Furniture makers use the Golden Mean ratio of 1:1.618 to determine the length of the long side in rela-
tion to the short side of a rectangle. So for example if you are making a coffee table and it is 18" high and 18"
wide then the length is 18*1.618 or just over 29".

But instead of turning to the calculator each time you want to get the proportions you can use the Fibonacci
gauge. The diagram below shows the gauge with the essential dimensions (inches) for making. | haven’t made it
yet but | expect it could be made out of any dense hardwood about 1/16" thick.

In woodturning | have heard demonstrators talk about thirds or fifths to get the proportions right on a piece eg
the size of the base of a bowl in relation to its diameter. Well if you turn the Golden mean into a fraction it is
just over 3/5 or somewhat less than 2/3.

I look forward to making the Fibonacci Gauge and trying it out on my woodturning.

Fibonacci Gauge
Note: Two outside arms are same. Middle forms parallelogram, so all sides are same length between studs
ie 2.5 inches.
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October Demo Notes

Demonstrator:  Chris Lawlor (Dublin Chapter)

Project demonstrated: Cabriolet Leg

These are my notes | worked from at the October meeting, hope they help.

1.
2.
3.
4
5
6.
.
8

9

10.
11.
12.
13.
14,
15.

16

17.

40mm stock
Mark centre by diagonals.
Mark 6mm offset (from centre point) on one of the diagonals, this gives

the foot in-line with the corner of the timber.

Cut shoulder with a skew.

Achieve the desired diameter of leg.

Bead @ top of leg = Foot diameter
10mm bead below foot.

Up 15mm to heal (bead to rise foot from floor)

15mm bead at top of the leg (gives a feature / too plain without)
Bead and foot turned on True Centre.

Then sanded on true centre.

Taper offset 6mm.

No offset @ top of leg.

Round over foot (start further away, work up to line)
Cut away shadow line (set tool rest parallel to solid line).
. Finish with a skew and sand.

HEEL .

a) Leg on true centre

b) Cut in using point of skew.
¢) Round back of foot into heal
d) Sand.

If you have any questions, give me a call.

Chris Lawlor.
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My First Annual General Meeting.

As a complete newcomer to woodturning | was somewhat apprehensive arriving at the
AGM of the Dublin Chapter of the Guild on 4™ November last. What to expect? Would any-
thing be familiar? | hoped to hear something | could recognize - and lo and behold, there it
was - the familiar yet plaintive cry of the beleaguered and downtrodden Newsletter Editor.

“Let me have something in writing. Please. Anything. | just can’t exist on scraps from
web-sites. Please!” It is not just the hard-working Richard who faces this dilemma, but edi-
tors from all walks of life, and we must act now to save this endangered species. So here for
what it is worth are a few impressions of AGM 2006, from a new member*‘s viewpoint.

Having attended meetings of a broad range of organizations | can safely say that this par-
ticular AGM indicated a body that is vibrant, healthy, alive and kicking. The business of the
meeting was carried out in a robust way and was handled with great good humor - and not a
trace of stuffiness or pomposity. The reports were mercifully short and to the point, and all
the presenters seemed to welcome questions and a degree of debate. An important and en-
joyable part of the proceedings arrived with the presentations of prizes and the draw for
some exotic wood. The applause for the winners was generous and heart-felt, and was well
deserved when you consider the standard of the work put forward by many of the members.
| noticed that your editor, Richard Murphy, was promoted to the ranks of Advanced Turners,
so he obviously doesn’t devote as much time to slaving over these pages as he claims !

The Officers and the members of the various committees over the years have done a great
job. This was quite obvious from the reports and debate at AGM. It was a minor miracle
that people were willing to go forward again to fill the various posts, but willing they were
and the members owe them a great debt of gratitude. What every member wants is to get on
with their hobby, but those who let their names go forward for election, and those who serve
on the various committees, have, from time to time, to let their hobby take second place to
the work they are doing on all our behalf.

It did appear that some of the long-serving members are so keen to see the chapter succeed
that they may have forgotten just how much progress they have made over the years. It is
easy to set your sights so high that you simply forget how far you have come. As a new-
comer let me reassure them that they have created something that is very very special. The
warmth with which new members are welcomed, the excellence of the monthly demonstra-
tions and the welcome cuppa, the most useful library of reference material, the admirable
website, the quality of exhibitions and competitions, and last but by no means least the
miracle of having a regular monthly newsletter; these are the very positive features which
strike a newcomer to your guild.

Good luck to all who will work for the Chapter in 2007.

Article submitted by Gerry Ryan.
(Note from Editor, Thanks for the kind words and encouragement)

Volume 1, Page 11



Competition Pieces For 2007

| |
. |
| - |
| January 2007 A Gavel and Anvil. (Hammer and Block!!)

|
| February 2007 A Table Lamp. I
|
I March 2007 A Bowl. :
I April 2007 Open Competition. I
|
| May 2007 A Hollow Form. :
I

Demonstrators For 2007

| |
: |
| December 2006 Mr Michael McGee |
|
: January 2007 No Takers just yet, it will be a surprise!! I
I February 2007 Willie Creighton ( Craobh Eo Chapter) :
I March 2007 Irene Christie |
|
I April 2007 John Holmes I
: |
Wanted Ad

A member of the Dublin Chapter is looking for an owners manual for a
“Coronet Major Lathe”. If any body has such an item would they be
willing to loan the manual or copy the relevant sections. The lathe is
extremely old but a lovely bit of engineering so I’m told. The more
senior members of staff will probably be more familiar with this model
and if you can supply any info it would be very much appreciated. The
current owner is trying to restore the lathe to its former glory. Please
contact Peter Mulvaney if you can help in this quest.
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