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  Dublin Chapter Newsletter 

Editors Comment 
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Dublin East Central Chapter 
This chapter meets on second Saturday of each month in Lorcan 
Green Community Centre / Scout Hall at 2.00 pm. See map. 

  
Wood turning lessons available 

from  
Joe O’Neill 

 on Tuesday/Wednesday mornings  
 

from 10;00 –12:00 a.m.   
All levels welcome.  

 
Please contact Joe at 087-6230162 

LATHE FOR SALE 
 

Type:  Coronet Major 
 
Colour: Maroon 
 
Condition: Excellent condi 
  tion, includes vari 
  ous Accessories 
 
Price:  €550.00 o.n.o 
 
Contact: Christy Dempsey 
  087-9747905  

 
Art and Craft Fair 

 
Location: St Marks GAA  Club 

     Springfield 
Tallaght 

 
   Date: 2nd December 
 
  Fee:  40 Euros per table 
 
All monies raised will go towards the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Please sup-
port this fair . 
 
Contact : Tina Murphy 
Mobile no: 086-1038318 
Home no: 01-4521109 

Candle stick inserts from  America 
 

Anthony Hartney has  sent me details 
from a site in America which can sup-
ply inserts for candle sticks a swell as 

many other items. 
 

www.bearwood .com/shop 
 

Click on the search section and type in 
candle stick inserts. 

 
Thanks Anthony keep them coming!! 
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Exhibition In Dublin Castle  goes down well  
with all the visitors from across the Globe!! 

 
For all the members who didn't get a chance to attend the exhibition  in Dublin Castle  Michael has asked me to in-
clude a small sample of the comments received in our visitors book during the Exhibition. It is a great  achievement 
to see so much appreciation shown by so many people for woodturning 

 
 



 

���������
��������

�
��������������������������������������������������� ����

�
Would anybody who has demonstrated at the Dublin Ch apter in the 
past please contact Niall Cahill at “ncahill@iol.ie”  
 
Did you give a demonstration? when and what was the  topic? Niall  
is looking to update the Dublin Chapter website to give a fuller 
picture of demonstrators over the years. There are some blanks in 
his list and he would really like to include every body who has 
demonstrated over the years. If you are one of the missing links 
then please look up the website at “dublinwoodturners.com”. The 
site has many very interesting features and has som ething for 
everybody so take a look and contribute  any ideas or suggestions 
you may have.  

 
TOTEM POLE FOR LARCH HILL 
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Position   Members Name  Contact details 
Chairman:   Charles Ryan   087-6123936 
Secretary:   Peter Mulvaney  01-2802745 (H) 
Treasurer   Paddy Finn   087-9801142 
Newsletter Editor:  Richard Murphy  087-2958519 
Competitions Secretary: Tom Delaney   087-9504690 
Books  / Videos   John Killoran   01-4903410 (H) 
Exhibition Chairman  Michael Faye   087-6681345 
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Larch Hill Trees 
 

Interested in helping in Larch Hill? 
Want to know more about what is happening there? 

Give me a call on 4967188. Or 087-6433061. 
Barry Dunne. 
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Competition Results Table 2006 
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 Total   Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep 
Advanced              
Martin O' Halloran 112  13 11 5 9 15 9 13 7 15 15 
Pat Michael Walsh 106  6 9 6 13 13 13 11 11 11 13 
Colm Hyland 68  7 15 11 0 0 11 0 15 9 0 
Albert Sloane 63  15 13 13 11 0 11 0 0 0 0 
James Gallagher 27  0 0 0 0 0 7 7 13 0 0 
Tom Forde 22  0 0 7 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Joe Laird 18  0 13 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Joe O'Neill 17  0 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 
Pat John Walsh 16  5 6 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Albert Dooley 16  9 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Michael Fay 15  0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 
Michael McGee 15  0 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Una Sheeran 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 
Seamus Carter 13  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 
Seamus O'Reilly 11  11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Cecil Barron 11  0 5 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 
Henry East 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 
Sean Ryan 9  0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Shay Nolan 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 

             
Experienced              
Richard Murphy 108 Promoted 0 15 15 11 0 15 13 11 15 13 
Pat Lambert 98  0 11 9 13 13 13 0 13 11 15 
Malcolm Hill 55  13 5 6 0 0 9 0 15 7 0 
John Holmes 46  0 13 0 0 15 0 9 0 9 0 
Paddy Finn 39  15 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 6 0 
Graham Brislane 37  0 0 0 0 0 0 15 9 13 0 
Jonathan Wigham 28  0 0 13 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Niall Cahill 25  0 7 0 0 0 11 7 0 0 0 
Tom Delaney 19  0 6 7 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 
Frank Gallagher 11  0 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Barry Dunne 11  0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 

             
             

Beginners              
Michael McNamara 81 Promoted 0 13 0 5 11 13 11 15 13 0 
John Killoran 67 Promoted 13 0 15 5 6 15 13 0 0 0 
Brendan Burke 41 Promoted 0 0 0 15 15 11 0 0 0 0 
Sean Egan 36  15 0 0 5 7 0 0 0 9 0 
John Kane 33  0 11 9 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Chris Cahill 33  0 0 13 11 9 0 0 0 0 0 
William Hilliard 24  0 15 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Martin Downey 18  0 0 11 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Richard Raymond 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 
Michael O'Keeffe 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 
Liz Boden 13  0 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 
Joe McNally 12  0 7 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tony Hartney 11  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 
Frank McGuire 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 
Willie Reville 9  0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fintan Savage 6  0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ken Kelly 5  0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
John Duff 5  0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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 Competition Winners For August 2006 
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Woodturning 2006 Competition 

 
Readers of Woodturning will know that this year’s Woodturning competition takes an interesting twist. 
Instead of submitting the actual piece “competition entries will need to be photographed and the pictures 
sent in. Judging will be carried out based solely on the photographs so it is important that you make sure 
your images are the best you can do”. If you have something worth submitting maybe you need to start 
talking to Hugh Flynn but hurry, as the closing date is 31st October 2006. 
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Lathe Review 

Richard Murphy asked me to review my lathe for the Newsletter. After the appeal in the last issue I 
couldn’t refuse. Anyhow I knew if I didn’t write it he would write something I’d prefer not to read! 

I have two lathes, a record C3 variable speed and a Graduate bowl lathe with a DIY conversion 
variable speed. I’ll talk about both. 

The CL 3 is a relatively recent acquisition. Before that I had a Record No 3, which is basically the 
same lathe without the variable speed. At this point I find the variable speed on the two lathes is 
indispensable. I find it so convenient and it also means I am more likely to use the appropriate speed if 
I can turn a knob rather than change a belt. One problem I have is that the Record doesn’t have reverse 
action. I use the reverse on the Graduate quite a lot when I am sanding – I usually change the action 
between each grade of sandpaper. The Record speed controller is excellent. I have never experienced 
a loss of torque and rarely change the belt speed (it has three belt speeds to allow for very high and 
very low speeds). I had lots of problems with the torque on the Graduate, even though it has a two HP 
single phase motor, but recently it seems fine after some adjustments a friendly electrician (who 
double jobs as an editor) made some adjustments.  

The Graduate is ideal for bowls because you can work directly in front of the bowl. I find this a little 
awkward on the Record. I never liked the bowl-turning attachment on the Record and haven’t fitted it 
on the CL3 (its lying under the bench). On the Graduate there is a type of table with a cross- shaped 
slot instead of the bed bars. I find these very awkward for getting the rest into the correct position. 
Henry East has a similar lathe and he designed an attachment to give much greater manoeuvrability 
with the rest. I’ll eventually get round to having one made. Fitting and removing the tailstock on the 
Graduate is a bit of a pain in the neck. I rarely use the tailstock now (since I got the CL3) except for 
remounting bowls to finish off the base. I avoid fitting it as much as possible – its too heavy and 
cumbersome. 

Both lathes are very smooth although the Graduate is a little noisier than the Record. The record is 
about five years old and already I’ve had to change the bearing (thanks for your help, Editor). I’ve 
been told that all Record lathes are now made somewhere in Asia and the quality is simply not as 
good as it used to be when they were made in England. The Graduate I have was originally bought in 
the seventies and is still running perfectly. As far as I know the original bearings are still in it. The 
Graduate is a much more solid, heavy, cast-iron lathe and handles off-balance pieces very well. My 
Record is 48 inches between centres and even though it has solid bed bars I feel it’s more prone to 
vibration than my older No3, which was 36 inches between centres.  

Having two lathes is a little extravagant but I like the variety of moving from one to the other. If I ever 
part with one it will probably be the Graduate because it’s limited to about 14 inches between centres. 
But for bowls the Graduate is a clear winner. I also find two lathes useful when I’m making a pair of 
something. I work the two together, moving from one lathe to the other. In this way I find when I get 
into a rhythm on a particular section its easy to repeat on the other lathe! 

I spoke to Glen Lucas during the week. He’s a production bowl turner. I was pleased to hear he has 
two Graduates. The Graduate has one big advantage – it has a hollow headstock and so can be easily 
used with a vacuum chuck. Glenn is agent for vacuum chucks. 

Michael McGee 
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Tool Standardization 

There’s an interesting article in the latest issue of American Woodturner (The Journal of the Association of 
Woodturners, Fall 2006 Vol 21 No3) on Tool standardization. Alan Lacer reports from the AAW 
Symposium in Louisville on a discussion on the topic. The discussion panel included representatives from 
Robert Sorby, Henry Taylor/Hamlet, Crown Tools, Oneway and Glaser Hitech/CET. 

“Each representative identified gouges as the tools that present the largest problems in naming and sizing: 

1. Gouges milled from round stock bar are a concern for measurement – should it be the flute width or 
diameter of the rod? For instance what makes a gouge a ½" bowl gouge? Because there is no 
standard or agreement confusion reigns. 

2. The naming of the shallow gouge (which is also known as the detail gouge, fingernail gouge, 
ladyfinger gouge, contour gouge, spindle gouge, or simply ‘gouge’) begs for standardization. In 
some catalogues, turners may find the same tool under different names on facing pages. 

3. Does the renaming of the roughing gouge to the spindle-roughing gouge reduce confusion as to the 
intended use? Among frequent demonstrators, we continue to hear about accidents with this tool 
when unwisely used for bowl turning.” 

There seemed to be less concern among companies about the flute shape and grinds (edge profiles) because 
it was felt that “the edge profile is where a manufacturer has a chance to show interpretation and innovation 
of a particular tool, as well as showcase special edge profiles” 

The AAW’s next step will be to present nomenclature proposals to tool manufacturers. 

Having read this article I now don’t feel so bad that after years of turning that I still get confused when a 
turner refers to the size of a gouge! 

Note: Membership of the AAW entitles you to their excellent journal four times per year. It’s a very well 
produced journal in full colour with lots of pictures of turned pieces. It tends to promote the artistic rather 
than the functional end of turning but is nonetheless challenging in its offerings. Membership costs $45 for 
an individual and there are a number of other options like family or youth membership. You can get more 
information at www.woodturner.org . If you are interested this is a good time to join as membership is for a 
calendar year irrespective of when you join. If you join halfway through the year they send you the back 
issues of journals for that year.  

Michael McGee 

Trailer required For Chapter Member . 
 
Specification:  Reasonably straight , Round Wheels would be an advantage, lights working or new candle holders fitted. 
 
Condition:  Not to badly stained  or at least be able to identify what the previous contents were!! 
 
Price:  Negotiable dependant on age and mental agility of seller! 
 
Contact Details: Please contact chairman (Mr Charles Ryan) through the usual channels, Carrier pigeon, letter, phone or E- 
  MAIL (Sorry last one may be to technical for him stick to the pigeon) 
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Demo Notes For September 2006 

 
 
Demonstrator: Pat Carroll (Gorey Chapter) 
 
Demonstration: Hollow Form 
 
Lathe Used: Nova 3000. 
 
Pat arrived early as usual and proceeded straight to the lecture hall to lend a hand in setting 
up the equipment for the demonstration. The extra hands were very welcome as our lathe is 
by no means lightweight. The current building work in Terenure meant we had restricted 
access to our storage room so the lathe had to be half carried and dragged out to the trans-
port vehicle. I was a little confused when Pat started to bring in various lengths of steel bar 
but all was revealed when he fitted several different cutting tips and scrapers to the ends of 
the aforementioned bars. Pat had discovered like several other turners that many of the hol-
lowing tools on offer at high prices are little more than well finished steel bars capable of 
holding the cutting tips etc for hollow turning. I have made and use several smaller versions 
of these handles and providing you drill and tap the correct size thread to fix the bits there is 
little difference in performance. 
Pat however has one or two monster handles of 1 inch diameter and 2-3 feet in length. The 
sheer weight of these handles help soak up vibration and aids control of the cutting tips 
when they are deep inside a large hollow form. Many of you will remember Pats winning 
hollow form in The Gorey Seminar earlier this year, a testimony to his turning  and creative 
ability. 
Pat started by rough turning his blank to remove as much excess timber as possible and is 
not to fussy about how this is achieved . He will use a spindle roughing gouge or a large 
bowl gouge to achieve a rough shape quickly and then applies finer cuts so as to reduce the 
amount of sanding required. He sharpens his tools regularly to ease the pressure needed 
when cutting. He then turns a spigot to suit the chuck he is using so as to obtain maximum 
grip when hollowing  the vessel. The piece was reversed in the lathe and the chuck tight-
ened, Pat leaves the chuck loose initially and brings up the tail stock to help centre the blank 
in the chuck and then tightens the jaws. He emphasised that it is very important to achieve a 
secure hold as the forces exerted on the blank when hollowing can be considerable and an 
airborne blank of that size as a result of a poor grip has the potential to inflict serious injury 
to the unsuspecting turner. 
 
Having reversed the blank he then removed the tailstock and fitted  a Jacobs chuck to allow 
him to bore a hole the correct depth in the blank. He withdrew the drill bit frequently to re-
move shavings and reduce the chances of the bit binding on the waste wood inside the 
blank.  Having drilled his blank to the required depth and made a note of the depth on the 
outside of the blank he proceeded to the hollowing of the vessel. Pat used a spindle gouge 
initially to remove timber inside the mouth of the blank starting his cut with the gouge on 
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the centre line and the flute facing the 10 O'clock position. Applying the tip while lowering 
the handle will quickly remove timber and with a little practice quite a sizeable hollow form 
can be created. This method is particularly suitable for those with more modest lathes and I 
use this method when producing small boxes. Pat carried on using this gouge until he was 
forced to change to a larger hollowing tool fitted with the big brother hollowing cutter tip. 
These tips come with a shield which reduces the severity of the cut so as to improve con-
trollability and a smoother finish. The lathe speed must be reduced to a maximum of 400 
rpm as the tips will clog up with chippings if the speed is to fast as well as increasing the 
risk of the aforementioned catch. This is not a pretty sight as a large steel bar stuck inside a 
hollow form and rotating  at high speed is not for the faint hearted. Pat uses several types of 

callipers to check wall thickness as the hollowing 
proceeds and tries to achieve a consistent thickness 
from the bottom to the top of the vessel. He will 
change the cutting tip to a scraper tip to blend the 
small ridges left inside the form after hollowing and 
tries to keep the entry hole as small as possible. This 
reduces the amount of sanding required internally as 
no body can get their fingers beyond a certain point. 
Having hollowed the vessel he uses an airline to help 
remove the waste as he proceeds and is very keen to 
emphasise the wearing of a good quality dust mask 
when using an airline and sanding a piece( you only 
have one set of lungs) and fine dust is very dangerous 
to everybody. 
Pat had several superb pieces on display and pointed 
out small differences in each and how he had used 
small inserts of African Blackwood at the openings to 
some of his pieces to achieve a lovely contrast be-
tween the light and dark wood as well as reducing the 
opening still further (Clever man). Pat uses Danish 
oil to finish his pieces and applies several coats to 
achieve a silky smooth finish. I for one enjoyed his 

demonstration immensely and learnt a lot of new techniques and solved one of my own hol-
lowing problems by simply reducing the speed of my lathe to achieve a better cut. Pat 
sharpens his cutting tips by using a diamond sharpening stone lubricated with a little water 
to maintain a super sharp cutting edge. 
Thanks very much to Pat and we would hope to invite him again in the New Year. The 
Gorey chapter have an excellent ambassador for their chapter indeed. 
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Notes 


