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  Dublin Chapter Newsletter 

JUDGE DREDD 
I feel I must put pen to paper in response to some of the comments, remarks, 
issues, theories, and tempers that were flying all over the place at the end of the 
August meeting due to the results of the competition.   Some people remarked to 
me that I was very quiet and should have got involved but I don’t believe 
shouting matches get any results. So my thoughts are in print for all to read. 
Judging is not an easy task to take on and we all know it can be like pulling teeth 
to get three judges for any competition. Peter, Michael and myself volunteered to 
take on the job for this month, so off we went to walk through the shadows in the 
valley (Sorry just me wandering off again}. Out we went and started to sort out 
the pieces into their final positions, the beginners section was sorted in about five 
minutes. The Experienced section was next and it proved difficult to select the 
first and second places but this was eventually completed after twelve to fifteen 
minutes. 
 
I have judged on a few occasions before and have enjoyed the challenge, I can 
say that I learned a lot from judging because you get to examine other peoples 
work in great detail and you can pick up a lot of tips for yourself. The advanced 
section was always the most difficult to judge and there would be great debates 
and arguments just trying to sort out the top three or four pieces, never mind the 
decision for first, second, and third etc. Unfortunately however, (Os**t, here it 
comes) this was not the case for the August competition in the advanced section. 
Some of the pieces looked stunning and stood out on their own; at first glance we 
had a tough job ahead of us. 
 
Competition means to compete, to fight, and to strive for greatness, to achieve 
the top goals or be the best. In the animal world competitiveness’ can be a fight 
for life as in competing for territory or survival. Every one wants to win, or win 
at some stage, if every one has this hunger to win in them, then you have a 
competition on you hands. I think the urge to compete was missing in the 
advanced entries on this particular day. If the competition had been judged as an 
open competition, then the experienced section would have ran away with it.  So 
what do you do in this situation, do you bite your lip or make a stand? I will put 
my hands up and say that it was my idea to drop first place and start from second 
place onwards. After further examination of the five pieces and lots of thought 
my colleagues agreed with me and we decided to go against the grain. 
 
In hindsight it would have been much easier to give in to routine and go along 
with the flow, but would that be fair to everyone? Would you be doing your job 
honestly? Would people benefit from a weak decision or will they take note that 
the standards are very high in the advanced section and the judges will do their 
best to keep it that way. After pondering over the decision for the last four weeks 
and looking at different scenarios I will still say; hand on heart that the right 
decision was made. 
         
                                    Joe laird. 
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Dublin East Central Chapter 
This chapter meets on second Saturday of each month in Lorcan 
Green Community Centre / Scout Hall at 2.00 pm. See map. 

 
 

Wood turning lessons available 
from  

Joe O’Neill 
 on Tuesday/Wednesday mornings  

 
from 10;00 –12:00 a.m.   

All levels welcome.  
 

Please contact Joe at 087-6230162 

LATHE FOR SALE 

 

Type:  Coronet Major 

 

Colour: Maroon 

 

Condition: Excellent condi 

  tion, includes vari 

  ous Accessories 

 

Price:  €550.00 o.n.o 

 

Contact: Christy Dempsey 

  087-9747905  

 
Art and Craft Fair 

 
Location: St Marks GAA  Club 

     Springfield 
Tallaght 

 
   Date: 2nd December 
 
  Fee:  40 Euros per table 
 
All monies raised will go towards the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Please sup-
port this fair . 
 
Contact : Tina Murphy 
Mobile no: 086-1038318 
Home no: 01-4521109 

Candle stick inserts from  America 

 

Anthony Hartney has  sent me details 

from a site in America which can sup-

ply inserts for candle sticks a swell as 

many other items. 

 

www.bearwood .com/shop 

 

Click on the search section and type in 

candle stick inserts. 

 

Thanks Anthony keep them coming!! 
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Editors Comment. 
 
This months newsletter is a little light on content and for that I apologise but due to holidays and work 
commitments I was unable to gather in a lot of material. I have to say it has become harder as the year pro-
gressed to fill the pages and one of the main causes is the lack of input from the members of the Dublin 
Chapter. I can count on one hand the number of articles I have received from members excluding letters or 
comments from committee members. 
 
 Our Chapter has a current membership of nearly 130 and yet nobody seems interested in contributing to 
your newsletter. Many of our members are experienced turners and have produced some of the finest exam-
ples of woodturning in the country and yet I cant get any notes or tips for the newsletter. Please give it 
some thought as I cant see the newsletter surviving if we don't help it to flourish. If it’s a case that people 
would rather call me with a hint or tip for inclusion then please do, I and many others would be grateful for 
your knowledge and experience. When I started my apprenticeship I was fortunate to meet and work with 
some of the best tradesmen in Dublin.  
 
Most of these men had gathered a wealth of knowledge over the years and didn't even realise it because 
they used it every day in their normal work. As an apprentice I used to marvel at their ability to solve prob-
lems with ease and they always had ideas for fixing things when they broke down. As time passed I came 
to realise they had learnt their craft from previous mentors and so the skills were passed on and eventually 
it would be my turn (God help them). I suspect that many of the older turners in our Chapter may not even 
realise the amount of knowledge they have gathered over the years from their working and turning life. We 
can all progress and enjoy our hobby so much more if we ask for help and receive the help of friends and 
members of our chapter. As a  beginner in the chapter I was fortunate enough to have access to several ex-
perienced  turners and it certainly helped my motivation to continue turning and enjoy it all the more. If 
every member sat down and wrote  a short note about how they became involved in woodturning I reckon 
we would get some surprising answers and it would make very interesting reading so please give it a try 
you might surprise your self. 
 
Now to other matters, I must acknowledge the tremendous work done by our exhibition committee in host-
ing the Dublin Castle Exhibition in August. By all accounts it was stunning and the preparation and presen-
tation of the exhibits was fantastic. I am looking forward to seeing the photos as I was away on Holidays 
for the duration of the exhibit. All the members of the exhibition committee should take a bow for the time 
and effort given to display so many pieces, some 250 in all. The various chapters who submitted exhibits 
are to be commended for supporting the exhibition. Michael Fay has asked me on behalf of the committee 
to thank every body who sent pieces and helped deliver and collect items. The staff in Dublin Castle gave 
great help and the venue couldn't  have been better.  
 
I hope to have more details about Larch hill in next months newsletter so apologies to anybody who hasn't 
yet been mentioned. If  anybody would like to send me a comment or memory of the day I would be very 
grateful and may even buy them a drink sometime !!!(That doesn't include committee members Charlie)     
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Calling all past Demonstrators  at the Dublin Chapter. 

 
Would anybody who has demonstrated at the Dublin Chapter in the 
past please contact Niall Cahill at “ncahill@iol.ie”  
 

Did you give a demonstration? when and what was the topic? Niall  
is looking to update the Dublin Chapter website to give a fuller 
picture of demonstrators over the years. There are some blanks in 
his list and he would really like to include every body who has 
demonstrated over the years. If you are one of the missing links 
then please look up the website at “dublinwoodturners.com”. The 
site has many very interesting features and has something for 
everybody so take a look and contribute  any ideas or suggestions 
you may have.  

 
TOTEM POLE FOR LARCH HILL 

 
Adrian Finlay is looking for some helpers to com-

plete a totem pole at larch hill. Due to work commit-
ments he will have to finish the piece over a a num-

ber of weeknights. 
 

Please give your name and contact details to any 
committee member and we will arrange to pass 

them on to Adrian 

Missing Books and videos 
 

Would any member who has  a book or video 
belonging to the library please try and return 
them as soon as they are finished with them.  

 
We only have a limited number of books etc so 

in order for everybody to gain access to them we 
need them back now and again!! 

 
If you have come across any books or DVDs 

which you feel are worth buying for the Chapter 
please contact John Killoran at 01-4903410 so 
we can add them to the library for everybody. 

Editor’s Contact Details 
 

Richard Murphy  
       26 Springlawn Drive 

Blanchardstown 
Dublin 15 

 
Ph:087-2958519    E-mail:  boomer3@iolfree.ie 
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Exhibition Committee 

 for 2006 
 Michael Fay  087-6681345   Frank Gallagher  01-4902879 

 

 Adrian Finlay 01-4527490   Tom Ford  01-4505543 

 

 Helen Mullally 01-6265771   Albert Sloane  01-2956987  

 

 

  

 
                                              Woodturning Exhibition in Dublin Castle 
 
When the Dublin chapter announced they were hosting an woodturning exhibition in Dublin Castle 
naturally it was expected that an exhibition in such a prime location would be a must to visit. It was on 
from 14th to 18th Aug. and I visited there on the morning of 15th. This Castle which is steeped in 
history, past and present was busy but not crowded, and after a morning coffee in the busy tearooms I 
proceeded to the easily located Erin room. My impressions as I entered at one end of the room were this 
looks great! The longish room had the exhibits (250 approx.) arranged. on tables or stands around 2 sides 
and one end with a central viewing area roped off enough to allow close viewing and prevent holding, 
touching or disturbing the precisely arranged display The exhibits were arranged with tallest pieces at the 
rear and shortest at the front (in military fashion) for ideal viewing; each accompanied by a legible, 
identification tag which included usually the maker’s or creator’s name, his chapter and timber or 
timbers used, as applicable. In general the arrangement grouped together the work of the participating 
chapters; I saw- Dublin, East Central, North East, Gorey and Ulster. 
 
 The exhibits covered an awesome range of shapes and sizes of turned items, bowls, vessels vases, boxes, 
musical instruments, lamps and candles the lot aesthetically positioned on the display area.  Some went 
beyond turning with carving added. Some were scorched, others included various types of texturing, and 
some segmented items were also on display. I saw two castles on display, most appropriate for Dublin 
Castle, and three hats - now we have a hatter .turner (if that is correct name) doing same thing that Phil 
Irons is associated with. 
 
 I found the visit a stimulating experience, indeed I walked around a few times to try and take some of it 
in. If the purpose of the exhibition is to present high quality work to the public and inspire wood turners 
with new ideas and high standards it must have been a success. Reflecting back on this exhibition it must 
have taken an enormous amount of time and effort from Michael Fay and the exhibition committee, 
indeed many man (and woman) work hours must have gone into it all from start to finish, they deserve 
our appreciation and thanks. Of course since the exhibits were the principal reason for it all,:  all those 
that contributed, many of them from neighboring chapters, as mentioned already, deserve a very big 
THANK YOU and finally as I was reluctantly ending my visit the Chapter Chairman Charlie dropped in, 
and he stated in response to some congratulatory words, “I did nothing, the committee did all” or similar. 
He was been his usual modest self.  Congratulations Chairman. You chaired a great exhibition.         

 
Michael Forde 
 



 

 Committee Members for 2006 
 

Position   Members Name  Contact details 

Chairman:   Charles Ryan   087-6123936 
Secretary:   Peter Mulvaney  01-2802745 (H) 
Treasurer   Paddy Finn   087-9801142 
Newsletter Editor:  Richard Murphy  087-2958519 
Competitions Secretary: Tom Delaney   087-9504690 
Books  / Videos   John Killoran   01-4903410 (H) 
Exhibition Chairman  Michael Faye   087-6681345 

Judges for August 2006 
 

Peter Mulvaney 
Joe Laird 

Michael McGee 

Exhibition Committee 
 for 2006 

 
Michael Fay  (Chairman)   087-6681345 
 
Helen Mullally (Secretary)    01-6265771 
 
Adrian Finlay 01-4527490 
 
Tom Ford  01-4505543 
 
Frank Gallagher  01-4902879 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L arch  H ill T rees  
 

In te re s te d  in  h e lp in g  in  L arc h  H ill?  
W a n t to  k n o w  m o re  a b o u t w h a t is  h a p p e n in g  th e re?  

G iv e  m e  a  ca ll on  4 9 6 7 1 8 8 . O r 0 8 7 -6 4 3 3 0 6 1 . 
B a rry  D u n n e . 
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Competition Winners For August 2006 
 

Beginners  (4) 
1st  Richard Raymond 
2nd Michael McNamara 
3rd Tony Hartney 
4th Sean Eagan  
    
Experienced (6) 
1st Richard Murphy 
2nd Graham Brislane 
3rd Pat Lambert 
4th John Holmes 
5th Malcolm Hill 
6th Paddy Finn 
   
Advanced (5) 
1st Martin O’Halloran 
2nd Seamus Carter 
3rd Pat Walsh 
4th Colm Hyland 
5th Joe O’Neill 
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 Total  Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug 
Advanced            
Martin O' Halloran 97  13 11 5 9 15 9 13 7 15 
Pat Michael Walsh 93  6 9 6 13 13 13 11 11 11 
Colm Hyland 68  7 15 11 0 0 11 0 15 9 
Albert Sloane 63  15 13 13 11 0 11 0 0 0 
James Gallagher 27  0 0 0 0 0 7 7 13 0 
Tom Forde 22  0 0 7 15 0 0 0 0 0 
Joe Laird 18  0 13 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Joe O'Neill 17  0 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 7 
Pat John Walsh 16  5 6 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Albert Dooley 16  9 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Michael Fay 15  0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 
Michael McGee 15  0 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Una Sheeran 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 
Seamus Carter 13  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 
Seamus O'Reilly 11  11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Cecil Barron 11  0 5 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 
Henry East 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 
Sean Ryan 9  0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Shay Nolan 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 

            
Experienced            
Richard Murphy 95 Promoted 0 15 15 11 0 15 13 11 15 
Pat Lambert 83  0 11 9 13 13 13 0 13 11 
Malcolm Hill 55  13 5 6 0 0 9 0 15 7 
John Holmes 46  0 13 0 0 15 0 9 0 9 
Paddy Finn 39  15 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 6 
Graham Brislane 37  0 0 0 0 0 0 15 9 13 
Jonathan Wigham 28  0 0 13 15 0 0 0 0 0 
Niall Cahill 25  0 7 0 0 0 11 7 0 0 
Tom Delaney 19  0 6 7 0 0 0 6 0 0 
Frank Gallagher 11  0 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Barry Dunne 11  0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 

            
Beginners            
Michael McNamara 81 Promoted 0 13 0 5 11 13 11 15 13 
John Killoran 67 Promoted 13 0 15 5 6 15 13 0 0 
Brendan Burke 41 Promoted 0 0 0 15 15 11 0 0 0 
Sean Egan 36  15 0 0 5 7 0 0 0 9 
John Kane 33  0 11 9 13 0 0 0 0 0 
Chris Cahill 33  0 0 13 11 9 0 0 0 0 
William Hilliard 24  0 15 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 
Martin Downey 18  0 0 11 7 0 0 0 0 0 
Richard Raymond 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 
Michael O'Keeffe 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 
Liz Boden 13  0 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 
Joe McNally 12  0 7 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 
Tony Hartney 11  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 
Frank McGuire 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 
Willie Reville 9  0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fintan Savage 6  0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 
Ken Kelly 5  0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 
John Duff 5  0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 


