
 

 The big day is approaching and the committee are still waiting for  more application forms for 
the Dublin chapter seminar so sharpen your biros and send them in as soon as you can. The 
prize for the competition is a free ticket for the national seminar in Cork so make sure you 
have a piece ready and that especially applies to the new  members.  Another Dublin chapter 
member Joe Laird has scooped a first place prize in the Ulster chapter seminar held in Tem-
ple Patrick, county Antrim. The Woodshed run by Sam Moore was the venue and Joe and 
myself made the trip on the 10th June. It was brilliant from the moment we arrived with a very 
warm welcome from the Ulster members and an excellent demo given by Willie Stedmond 
from the Gorey Chapter. Indeed we were treated to the premier showing of Willies new flying 
bowl technique, a very difficult technique but I’m sure Willie would be happy to demonstrate if 
called upon!!  
While certain Ulster members were chuckling away in the front row ( Joe and me didn't laugh 
at all ,honest ) Willie made the observation that weren't they very lucky that the bowl was 
going his way and not there's so to speak. The Woodshed has a fantastic stock of woodturn-
ing materials and even with the sterling exchange rate it was a temptation not to be missed 
and we just had to have all we bought ,really we did. The demonstration area was superb as 
the Ulster chapter are lucky to have a lathe set up permanently with several cameras similar 
to our own which strategically placed ensured an excellent view of the techniques shown by 
the demonstrator. The standard of entries to the competition were outstanding and Joe had 
entered a number of his bowls and was rewarded with a first place prize for one of his en-
tries. Well done and we hope to have Joe give another demo in Dublin very soon. The lunch 
was excellent and enjoyed by all with a certain member having more than one dessert but 
that’s gossip for anther time. 
Having spent all our allowances and seen all we could  we headed home from the seminar. 
However the drivers map reading skills were not as good as his woodturning skills and we 
took the scenic route via several small towns which seemed to be celebrating something as 
there were loads of flags and such festooned from every building etcetera. I asked Joe what 
they were for but he was concentrating very hard on driving at least I think that’s why his 
knuckles were so white around the steering wheel!! I’ll ask him again later and get back to 
you with the answer unless of course he could write back with an answer?? 
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DON’T DELAY WITH YOUR APPLICATIONS FOR LARCH HILL 

Larch Hill Family Day 

 
 Date: JULY 8TH  

 Venue: Larch Hill Scout Camp 

 Time: 9:30 am opening 

 

 Cost: €30.00 per person 

  €50.00 per family 

Demonstrations start time  

 10:00am —-11:30am 

 12:00 am —  1:30pm 

  2:30am — 4:00pm 

Events for the day!! 

Pottery 

Falconry 

Beekeeping 

Pole lathe turning 

Photography 

Demonstrators will include 

Seamus Cassidy 

Danny McGeever 

Owen Donnelly 

Christine Van Bussel 

Tom McDonagh 

Hugh Flynn 

Peter Hoare 

Seamus Carter 

Joe Laird 

Irene Christy 

Chris Lawlor 

Richard Murphy 

Trade Stands In attendance on the day 

 

Booking arrangements 
Please use the Booking form on the back 
page. Completed booking forms including  
entrance fee should be returned by June 16th 
to facilitate the organisers with food arrange-
ments etc. your help in this matter would be 
very much appreciated. 
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Dublin East Central Chapter 
This chapter meets on second Saturday of each month in Lorcan 
Green Community Centre / Scout Hall at 2.00 pm. See map. 

 
 

Wood turning lessons available 
from  

Joe O’Neill 
 on Tuesday/Wednesday mornings  

 
from 10;00 –12:00 a.m.   

All levels welcome.  
 

Please contact Joe at 087-6230162 
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Review of the Wivamac DB801 Lathe 
 

By Dublin Chapter member Pat Walsh 
 
 
 
 
User review - WIVAMAC DB801 LATHE. 
For months I had been thinking about getting a new lathe - something better, bigger, sturdier than the one I had. All I 
had to do was convince myself that I deserved it and that the money would be well spent. Eventually I managed to 
coax myself into upgrading. 
 
I won't bore you with the details of how I ended up choosing the Wivamac, even though it is only available in Britain. 
The supplier, The Toolpost, and, in particular Peter Hemsley, was very helpful. More importantly he was very knowl-
edgeable on woodturning and turners needs. Suffice to say that I looked at a lot of options and decided that this one 
was the best value for money available and ideally matched what I was looking for in a new lathe.  
 
At first sight the Wivamac looks a strong, well built, heavy "no nonsense" machine.. It is, of course, variable speed us-
ing a 2-step pulley with ranges 180-960 and 450-2400. Changing pulleys is simple and easy. I have only done it to test 
it, as I haven't had to use the low range yet.  
 
The centre height is just under 10 1/4" giving a diameter capacity over the bed of almost 20 1/2", and the capacity be-
tween centres is 32". The motor is 1HP. Other technical specifications are detailed at the end of this article, because if 
you are like me, you are more interested in what it is like to use than the engineering details. 
 
Installation and set-up was straightforward. With the help of one of my sons it was assembled and levelled and passed 
the "kiss" test first time. All tools required were supplied. In use it lives up to the first impressions. 
 
Firstly, I had to finish the cup and saucer for the April competition. I was eager to move on to some of the bigger blanks 
that I had accumulated in the expectation of getting a lathe that would be able to handle them. Firstly, I tried a piece of 
wet sycamore approx.12" diameter and 7" thick, roughly cut with a chain saw and too big to be cleaned up with my 
bandsaw. I started it at 450 with the tailstock in support and stood back. There was no need to go lower in speed as 
the whole set-up was still solid. Very quickly I was able to even it up and increase the speed. Even at the lower speeds 
I could take substantial cuts without stopping the lathe. Hollowing out was a joy in that I could work at a decent speed 
without the lathe dancing around the place or going numb in the hands from vibration. The centre height also ensured 
sufficient room for gouge movement without fouling the bed. (note the headstock can also rotate if required). 
 
Next up I went for a prized piece of burr elm that I had for some time, it was roughly 14" Dia, and 6" deep. Obviously 
heavy, very unbalanced and soaking wet, it was bloody hard working on this, hard for me that is - apparently not for 
the lathe. Performance was the same as described above. 
 
Then, I had to do the competition pieces for May and June, small items - salt & pepper shakers and a pen. Although a 
big machine it is also suited to small work - as you would expect. 
 
Anything negative you ask? Well there was one or two little things that bugged me at first and took some getting used 
to. Stopping the lathe while working is done via a dial switch rather than the usual red button. The red button is only 
used to turn off the power and if pressed by mistake it is necessary to reset the speed. A shorter toolrest could also 
come as standard with the 12" on supplied, although with the construction of the tailstock this is not a showstopper. 
However the choice of toolrest size is really a personal choice. 
 



 

Editor’s Contact Details 
 

Richard Murphy  
 

Ph:087-2958519 
 

  E-mail:  boomer3@iolfree.ie 
 

Letters or articles to: 
 

26 Springlawn Drive 
Blanchardstown 

Dublin 15 
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LATHE FOR SALE 

 

Type:  Coronet Major 

 

Colour: Maroon 

 

Condition: Excellent condi 

  tion, includes vari 

  ous Accessories 

 

Price:  €550.00 o.n.o 

 

Contact: Christy Dempsey 

  087-9747905  

Overall then, for what its worth I think this is a great machine and I am pleased as punch that I was smart enough to 
select it. It’s a machine that looks and acts as if built to last and not to budget. Its simple yet effective in technology, 
ensuring simpler and cheaper repair in the long run, when, parts do go. Its this simplicity that was one of the attractions 
for me as whatever I am buying I always feel the more complicated it is the more that go wrong.  
 
Finally, this is just my view and experience shared - I have nothing to gain or lose by giving it. If anyone is interested in 
seeing the lathe in action and perhaps using it, I would be glad to help. I can be contacted at 087 2216649 or e-mail 
patwalsh@eircom.ie 
 
 
Technical Details 
 
Capacity (between centres)  820 mm / 32.25" 
Capacity (diameter over bed)  520 mm / 20.47" 
 
Spindle 

Diameter    30 mm / 1.18" 
Morse taper    2 MT 
Throat bore    10 mm / 0.39" 
Thread     M33 x 3.5  
Indexing    24 position  
Spindle Lock    Yes:  
 
Tailstock 

Diameter    30 mm / 1.18" 
Morse taper    2 MT 
Throat bore    14 mm / 0.55" 
Quill travel    95 mm / 3.74" 
 



 

 

 

 

BOOKING FORM FOR FAMILY DAY IN LARCH HILL ON JULY 8TH 2006 

 

Irish Woodturners Guild Membership Number:   

 

 

Name : …………………………………….. 

Address: …………………………………….. 

  …………………………………….. 

  …………………………………….. 

  …………………………………….. 

 

    

Contact Phone No: ———————————- 

E-mail Address: ———————————- 

 

Number of Tickets required:  Single person/s 

 

 

      Family Ticket 

 

    (Number in Family please) 

 

Admission prices for the day:  Single person   =  €30:00 

      Family Ticket =   €50:00 

 

 

Total fee included with this booking form: 

 

Cheques to be made payable to the “Dublin Chapter IWG” 

 

 

 

Please post your remmittance to the Treasurer: Mr Paddy Finn    

       20 The Grove 

       Kingswood Heights 

       Tallaght 

       Dublin 24. 

 

 

Paddy may also be contacted on his mobile number  at 087-9801142  

    

 

Bookings to be received no later than 16th June if possible, some admissions will be available on  the 

day at Larch Hill but booking is advised to avoid disappointment.  

 

 

 

€ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDER 

 
 
8th July          Dublin Chapter Seminar in 
  Larch Hill Scout camp for  
  all the family 
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Calling all past Demonstrators  at the Dublin Chapter. 

 
Would anybody who has demonstrated at the Dublin Chapter in the 
past please contact Niall Cahill at “ncahill@iol.ie”  
 

Did you give a demonstration? when and what was the topic? Niall  
is looking to update the Dublin Chapter website to give a fuller 
picture of demonstrators over the years. There are some blanks in 
his list and he would really like to include every body who has 
demonstrated over the years. If you are one of the missing links 
then please look up the website at “dublinwoodturners.com”. The 
site has many very interesting features and has something for 
everybody so take a look and contribute  any ideas or suggestions 
you may have.  

 
TOTEM POLE FOR LARCH HILL 

 
Adrian Finlay is looking for some helpers to com-

plete a totem pole at larch hill. Due to work commit-
ments he will have to finish the piece over a a num-

ber of weeknights. 
 

Please give your name and contact details to any 
committee member and we will arrange to pass 

them on to Adrian 

Missing Books and videos 
 

Would any member who has  a book or video 
belonging to the library please try and return 
them as soon as they are finished with them.  

 
We only have a limited number of books etc so 

in order for everybody to gain access to them we 
need them back now and again!! 

 
If you have come across any books or DVDs 

which you feel are worth buying for the Chapter 
please contact John Killoran at 01-4903410 so 
we can add them to the library for everybody. 
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Major Woodturning 

 Exhibition  

To be held at 

 

Dublin Castle  2006  
 

 

A prestigious display of woodturning is to be shown in  

Dublin Castle from 

the 14th to the 18th of August 2006. 

 

This display will be open to the Public and will be held 

the “Erin Room” 

 

It is hoped that the central city location will attract 

many visitors and tourists who will be able to view 

some of the finest woodturning that Ireland has to  

offer. 

  

The Dublin chapter committee is asking for your sup-

port in this project and we will keep you informed of 

any further details as they arise. Please contact the 

exhibition committee if you have any suggestions or 

ideas relating to this exhibition. 

 

Exhibition Committee 

 for 2006 
 Michael Fay  087-6681345   Frank Gallagher  01-4902879 

 

 Adrian Finlay 01-4527490   Tom Ford  01-4505543 

 

 Helen Mullally 01-6265771   Albert Sloane  01-2956987  

 

 



 

 Committee Members for 2006 
 

Position   Members Name  Contact details 
Chairman:   Charles Ryan   087-6123936 
Secretary:   Peter Mulvaney  01-2802745 (H) 
Treasurer   Paddy Finn   087-9801142 
Newsletter Editor:  Richard Murphy  087-2958519 
Competitions Secretary: Tom Delaney   087-9504690 
Books  / Videos   John Killoran   01-4903410 (H) 
Exhibition Chairman  Michael Faye   087-6681345 

Judges for June 2006 
 

Adrian Finlay 
Joe O’Neill 

Paddy Gorman  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larch Hill Trees 
 

Interested in helping in Larch Hill? 
Want to know more about what is happening there? 

Give me a call on 4967188. Or 087-6433061. 
Barry Dunne. 
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Competition Winners For July 2006 
 

Beginners  (4 ) 
1st  Michael O’Keefe   
2nd John Killoran  
3rd Michael McNamara 
4th Frank Maguire  
Experienced (6) 
1st Graham Brislane  
2nd Richard Murphy 
3rd Barry Dunne 
4th John Holmes 
5th Niall Cahill 
6th Tom Delaney 
Advanced (5) 
1st Una Sheerin   
2nd Martin O’Halloran 
3rd Pat Walsh 
4th Shane Nolan 
5th James Gallagher 

 Wanted 

 
Violin Makers Bending 

iron.: 

Contact  

 

Noel Masterson 

 

Phone:     01 4904840 



 

Competition Results Table 2006 

 Competions 2006          
          
Advanced          
Martin O' Halloran 75  13 11 5 9 15 9 13 

Pat Michael Walsh 71  6 9 6 13 13 13 11 

Albert Sloane 63  15 13 13 11 0 11 0 

Colm Hyland 44  7 15 11 0 0 11 0 

Tom Forde 22  0 0 7 15 0 0 0 

Joe Laird 18  0 13 5 0 0 0 0 

Albert Dooley 16  9 7 0 0 0 0 0 

Pat John Walsh 16  5 6 5 0 0 0 0 

Michael McGee 15  0 0 15 0 0 0 0 

Michael Fay 15  0 0 0 0 0 15 0 

Una Sheeran 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 15 

James Gallagher 14  0 0 0 0 0 7 7 

Seamus O'Reilly 11  11 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Joe O'Neill 10  0 5 5 0 0 0 0 

Sean Ryan 9  0 0 9 0 0 0 0 

Shay Nolan 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 9 

Cecil Barron 5  0 5 0 0 0 0 0 

          
Experienced          

Richard Murphy 69 Promoted 0 15 15 11 0 15 13 

Pat Lambert 59  0 11 9 13 13 13 0 

John Holmes 37  0 13 0 0 15 0 9 

Paddy Finn 33  15 9 0 9 0 0 0 

Malcolm Hill 33  13 5 6 0 0 9 0 

Jonathan Wigham 28  0 0 13 15 0 0 0 

Niall Cahill 25  0 7 0 0 0 11 7 

Tom Delaney 19  0 6 7 0 0 0 6 

Graham Brislane 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 15 

Frank Gallagher 11  0 0 11 0 0 0 0 

Barry Dunne 11  0 0 0 0 0 0 11 

          
Beginners          

John Killoran 67 Promoted 13 0 15 5 6 15 13 

Michael McNamara 53  0 13 0 5 11 13 11 

Brendan Burke 41 Promoted 0 0 0 15 15 11 0 

John Kane 33  0 11 9 13 0 0 0 

Chris Cahill 33  0 0 13 11 9 0 0 

Sean Egan 27  15 0 0 5 7 0 0 

William Hilliard 24  0 15 0 9 0 0 0 

Martin Downey 18  0 0 11 7 0 0 0 

Michael O'Keeffe 15  0 0 0 0 0 0 15 

Liz Boden 13  0 0 0 0 13 0 0 

Joe McNally 12  0 7 0 5 0 0 0 

Willie Reville 9  0 9 0 0 0 0 0 

Frank McGuire 9  0 0 0 0 0 0 9 

Fintan Savage 6  0 0 0 6 0 0 0 

Ken Kelly 5  0 0 0 5 0 0 0 

John Duff 5  0 0 0 5 0 0 0 
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Visitor from Down Under 

Attends Dublin Chapter Meeting 

Dublin chapter members were joined at Junes monthly meeting by a guest from Australia Ian Trail. Ian 
also happens to be the secretary of the “The Wood turners society of Queensland” in Australia. There 
club is located in Brisbane in an old scout hall so they have a permanent workshop which is regularly 
attended by all there 250 members. Ian explained that because Australia has so many different cli-
mate zones there is a huge range of exotic timbers available. Some of the timbers have names such 
as Myrtle. Black heart sassafras and Huon Pine which contains an oil which helps preserve it for 
many years. There club supports a children's charity called Camp Quality  which caters for terminally 
ill children from many areas much like our own support for the Alzheimer's Society. The club holds 
three exhibitions a year and a couple of years ago they were asked to help with the rehabilitation of 
Vietnam veterans from Australia. They set up some workshops and they have been very successful, 
so much so that they hope to continue helping with this group of people in the future. 
Ian has left his contact details and a welcome for any member to contact him if they are passing 
through to join him at their club meeting . I for one would dearly like to take him up on his offer but first 
I have to convince my better half that Australia is on the way to New Zealand. I have listed his e-mail 
address etcetera below for any body who is lucky enough to be heading in his direction. 
 
Mr Ian Trail 
c/o Wood turners Society of Queensland 
19 Pine Street 
Greenslopes 
Brisbane 
QLD 4121 
 
Home phone no:  0738577304  (Remember the time zone difference if you call) 
Mobile No: 0401134384 
 
E-MAIL @  “wsq@bigpond.com.au 
 
Web Site: www.woodturnerssocietyofqld .com.au  
 
It was great to hear that there is such an interest in woodturning down under and hopefully we may 
get some more visitors from Australia dropping in as they would be more than welcome. Ian had very 
kindly brought some samples of wood with him and they will be given as prizes at the July seminar on 
Saturday 8th !  
 
(That’s next Saturday Folks in case it slipped your mind) 
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Demo Notes for June  
 
 

Demonstrator : Chairman Mr Charles Ryan  
 
Item demonstrated: A clock with a small dish to hold coins, jewellery or keys. 
 
First a word about chucking, not everybody has all the bits and pieces that make things easy so turn-
ers have learned over the years to improvise and use what was available to them at the time. Home 
made chucks and holding devices have been around a long time because they work. The ones on 
display at Junes demo included screw chucks, jam chucks, home made face plate, glue chucks (hot 
melt glue) and double sided adhesive tape, (Type used by carpet fitters) . If you have a DML lathe 
then you can screw a pine blank straight on to the spindle threads if you drill a 16 mm hole in the cen-
tre first. Face off this piece using a gouge and straight edge and voila you have a ready made face-
plate.  Then there are the ones we all love to buy such as face plates ,combination chucks, screw 
chucks etcetera and all the associated jaws to go with them.  
 
Now where was I oh yes the reason I’m here (to do as little as possible in the longest time possible) to 
show you how I made this clock. First mount the base on the lathe and rough it down using a 3/8 inch 
bowl gouge. Then form a dovetail in the base so it can be reversed onto a chuck. The dovetail is sized 
to suit whatever jaws you are using in your chuck, in this case the RP 4000 from Record. I used an 
old 1/4 inch wood chisel to form the dovetail having ground the edge to the same shape as the dove-
tail on the chuck jaws.  
 
The round blank to hold the clock is turned in a similar fashion and a recess is formed to take what-
ever clock movement you desire. If you jam fit the clock holder on a scrap of timber held on a screw 
chuck the dovetail recess can be removed completely and the piece polished. 
 
The small spindle between the base and the clock face is turned between centres to whatever design 
you fancy. By turning a small spigot on each end the spindle can be fixed into the base and top using 
a suitably sized drill. The piece can be finished by sanding sealing and applying one of the numerous 
finishes available. But be careful and read the instructions and as I should have told you at the start 
please ensure you wear eye protection as you only get one pair of eyes and a good dust mask is es-
sential when sanding. Try and keep your tools sharp as it will make life so much easier and will pro-
duce a better finish. I hope this has not confused you because I was confused even before I started. 
Please ask if you need any further help or information I’ll be the one looking for judges on Saturday 
morning so you have been warned. 
 
Charlie Ryan 
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DEMO NOTES 


