
# Important Notice #   
 

Aprils Meeting has been changed to 
Saturday the 8th of April 

 due to a College function on   

Saturday 1st April  

Well folks another month has flown by and we are on the way to a great year of woodturning 
challenges and events. I hope last months newsletter had something of interest for every-
body as I tried my best to cover all aspects of our last meeting and the topics discussed at 
that time. If  anyone would like to submit an article for inclusion in the next news letter I would 
be most grateful and it can be on any relevant subject or just  a comment on the chapter! GO 
ON start a row (Sorry  a discussion) it could motivate  a lot more submissions to the newslet-
ter for months and at the very least make my job  a little easier. If you have a point of view on 
any aspect of the chapter please drop me a line as we are all responsible for the success of 
the Dublin chapter 
Last months competition received a lot of attention especially the advanced section ( I won-
der did it have anything to do with  a change in the rules? Or maybe everybody likes making 
lidded boxes!). Whatever the reason the pieces entered once again showed the wealth of 
talent and skill available to the Dublin chapter. I especially liked the superb piece by Colm 
Hyland as did everybody who examined it on the display table, the suction fit of the lid was 
incredible  as was the detailing on the outside of the box. I have had to amend a few contact 
details for some of the committee members as certain phone numbers proved to be inaccu-
rate. Especially the treasurers mobile number, there is some poor man in Donegal who has 
received several calls from people looking for cheques and he never even knew he had  the 
job in the first place!! So please try and ensure that any contact details such as addresses 
and phone numbers are accurate as I am not in a position to verify every detail supplied for 
an article. The family day in Larch hill is looking like it will be something to remember so 
please give it your support and more details can be found on the inside pages. 

Volume 1, Issue 2 

Dublin Chapter  Dublin Chapter  Dublin Chapter  Dublin Chapter  

NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter    

Special points of inter-
est in this issue: 

• Competition results 

• New members 

• Alzheimer's Fund 

raising 

• New committee  

members 

• New demonstrators 

for 2006 

• Special offer for 

band saw blades 

• January Demo 

Notes 

Irish Woodturners GuildIrish Woodturners GuildIrish Woodturners GuildIrish Woodturners Guild    

February 2006    

 

Editor’s Comment 

Demonstrators for 2006 
February: Hervé de Wergifosse 

March: Willie Creighton 
April:  Owen Furness     

Competitions 

March 2006  
Beginners:  
    1 Goblet 

Experienced and  

Advanced: 

    2 Matching  Goblets 

April 2006 

Cup and Saucer 
May 2006 

Salt and Pepper  

shakers 

 
Exhibition Committee 

 for 2006 
 
Michael Fay  087-6681345 
 
Adrian Finlay 01-4527490 
 
Tom Ford  01-4505543 
 
Frank Gallagher  01-4902879 
 
Helen Mullally 01-6265771 
 
Albert Sloane  01-2956987  



Family Day in Larch Hill on July 8th 

The scout camp in larch hill is to be the venue for a special 
family day out in July. The Dublin chapter committee are 
gathering together a collection of events which will include 
turners, potters falconry and beekeeping. This should help 
keep everybody interested and most especially the children. 
Christien van Bussell has agreed to attend in her capacity as 
a potter and hopefully there will an opportunity for some of 
the children to participate in turning a pot so parents take 
note and don't turn up  in the Sunday best!!  We hope to 
have several stands in operation during the event manned 
by some of our own chapter members and invited guest turn-
ers. There will be a demonstration given using a pole lathe 
as well as a talk on trees combined with a walk around the 
facilities in Larch Hill. Some of the senior scouts will be in 
attendance on the day to offer guided tours of larch hill as 
part of the tree talk. A beekeeper will buzz (sorry couldn't 
resist that one) in for a chat on the ancient craft of beekeep-
ing and should be of interest to anybody with a sweet tooth. 
During a recent radio talk show the amazing healing proper-
ties of honey were discussed and how honey can be used to 
fight many forms of infection. There will be some trade 
stands on the day details of which will be confirmed in due 
course. Refreshments will be available in the main hall as 
well as an outdoor barbecue weather permitting. So for the 
moment the following details are available. 

Larch Hill Family Day 

 
 Date: JULY 8TH  

 Venue: Larch Hill Scout Camp 

 Time: 9:30 am opening 

 Cost: `To be announced 

Demonstrations start time  

 10:00am—11:30 

 12:00 am — 1:30pm 

 2:30am — 4:00p 

 

Events for the day!! 

Pottery 

Falconry 

Beekeeping 

Pole lathe turning 

Photography 

 

Demonstrators will include 

Seamus Cassidy 

Owen Donnelly 

Danny McGeever 

Tom McDonagh 

Seamus Carter 

Joe Laird 

Irene Christy 

Chris Lawlor 

Richard Murphy 

 

Trade Stands In attendance on the day 
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Dublin East Central Chapter 
This chapter meets on second Saturday of each month in Lorcan 

Green Community Centre / Scout Hall at 2.00 pm. See map. 



New Members for January 

 

The following new member 
joined the Dublin Chapter in 
January and we all extend a 
very warm welcome to him. 

 Kenneth Kelly 

 
But be warned Kenneth 
woodturning is addictive.  

New Members for THE DUBLIN CHAPTER  
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New Committee Members for 2006 
 

Position   Members Name  Contact details 

Chairman:   Charles Ryan   087-6123936 

Secretary:   Peter Mulvaney  01-2802745 (H) 

Treasurer   Paddy Finn   087-9801142 

Newsletter Editor:  Richard Murphy  087-2958519 

Competitions Secretary: Tom Delaney   087-9504690 

Books  / Videos   John Killoran   01-4903410 (H) 

Exhibition Chairman  Michael Faye   087-6681345 

Editor’s  
Contact Details 

 
Richard Murphy  

 
Ph:087-2958519 

Or  
 

E-mail: 
boomer3@iolfree.ie 

 
Or  

 
26 Springlawn Drive 

Blanchardstown 
Dublin 15 

 
Alzheimer Society Of Ireland  

 
The Dublin Chapter of the Irish woodturners Guild has once again come up trumps by raising in excess of €1,900.00 and yes 

you are seeing correctly the figure is €1,900.00. The raffle held in December by Peter Mulvaney raised €400.00 and Cecil 

Barron raised €1,585.00 at a craft fair from the sale of wood turned items Both are to be congratulated for their exceptional 

efforts for a worthy cause as are all the chapter members who supported them. It is very easy to be cynical nowadays about 

charities especially in light of the huge number of leaflets posted through our doors by groups no one has even heard of. We 

can only support some and it is a credit to the Dublin Chapter that they have consistently done their very best both as indi-

viduals and as a group to support the Alzheimer's society. Alzheimer's is a cruel illness which robs people of their most pre-

cious memories and families of the recognition of loved one which so many of us take for granted. 

The Chapter  has received two letters from Susan Murray of the Alzheimer fundraising dept thanking the chapter and the indi-

viduals concerned for their efforts and our continuing support for the Society. 

 Bandsaw Blade Bandsaw Blade Bandsaw Blade Bandsaw Blade    

   offer   offer   offer   offer    

 Special  price  available                   

from Peter Mulvaney 

 

Tel: 01-2802745    

Three same blades  

up to  96 inches in length 

for €25.00 



January Demonstration   
By Christien Van Busell 

Demonstration by Christien Van Bussell 
The January demonstration given by Christien Van Bussell was very interesting especially as Christien is first and fore-
most a professional potter who has also taken up woodturning and now combines both, her skills as a potter with her 
obvious talent for woodturning. Christien combines wood and pottery to produce some wonderful pieces such as 
cheese boards and candle holders. For Januarys demo Christien turned a platter on the lathe approximately 250mm (10 
inches) in diameter by 30mm (1 ¼ inches) thick from a piece of well seasoned ash. Christien explained that the timber 
used when combining pottery and wood must be very stable otherwise there is the inherent danger that the timber may 
distort and crack the pottery inserts. 
 
Christien used a face plate to attach the platter to the lathe and fixed the platter to the faceplate with “short fat screws” 
her own words not mine. These types of screws ensure a secure grip on the timber and help minimise damage to the 
surface due to the shortened thread depth. She then faced off the disc using a bowl gauge, stopping frequently to check 
her progress with the aid of a straight ruler held across the face of the disc. At the start of the demo Christien explained 
the importance of observing proper safety when turning such as using face masks and proper dust masks when sand-
ing to minimise the damage caused by flying timber and dust particles. By placing the tool rest parallel with the disc and 
using her left hand to guide the gouge across the disc Christien ensured a straight edge and avoided removing to much 
wood at the same time. Christien continued her demo having straightened and levelled the platter by creating a slight 
concave surface to ensure that the platter would sit squarely on table when finished. Christien finished the platter sur-
face using a large scraper held at a slight angle to the work piece, i.e. handle above centre line and cutting edge just 
below the centre line. She moved across the piece slowly to maintain an even cut and to help control the scraper. 
 
Christien made a dovetailed recess in the centre of the platter to match the size of jaws used on the chuck. Before re-
moving the faceplate from the platter check the recess for a good fit on the chuck jaws. Adjust if required and recheck 
the fit. Christien leaves the centre in the recess in order to maintain the strength in the bottom of the platter when it is 
turned around and attached to the lathe using the chuck. The platter base was power sanded to ensure a good finish. 
Work your way through the various grits which helps remove the sanding marks left by the previous abrasive. The final 
sanding was carried out using OOOO steel wool. The piece was removed from the faceplate and fitted to the chuck. 
Make sure the piece is sitting squarely on the chuck jaws and tighten securely. Be careful not to over tighten the chuck 
as you may burst the sides of the recess. 
 
Christien then trued up this face of the platter in the same way as the previous side and then marked the centre for the 
insert which she was fitting. Christien used a parting tool to cut the recess to the correct depth for the insert used. The 
material is removed from the centre in a series of steps so that the depth can be checked continuously. By placing 
some sticky tape across the back of the insert it is easy to test for a good fit and to remove the insert if it gets stuck in 
the recess. If the insert is not perfectly round then the recess can be made slightly oversize and the remaining gap can 
be filled with a coloured resin. The size of the gap should be in keeping with the insert so as to maintain the looks of the 
platter. Grooves are cut in the bottom of the recess so as to allow any excess glue to disperse easily. When gluing the 
insert in place use flexible glue so that if the timber moves the insert won’t break. 
 
Christien applied some texturing to the face of the platter using the Sorby texturing tool. A small band of texture was 
applied and then the area on either side was relieved which had the effect of raising the textured surface which looks 
very well on this platter. A small V groove placed either side of the textured area helped highlight the surface and tidy up 
any stray fibres from the texturing tool. Christien then turned her attention to the edge of the platter and having trued up 
the edge she cut a small groove using her parting tool. This groove was then filled using a car body filler (Isopon P38) to 
which a colour had been added by scraping an artists chalk stick. This resin/chalk dust mixture was mixed in small 
amounts as it sets very quickly. The mixture was applied to the groove and allowed to set hard before being turned and 
sanded for that final finish. The platter was finished using Liberon finishing oil and allowed to dry.  
 
On a previous demo at Terenure Christien had used many other metals and wires to produce some lovely pieces and 
as she says you are only limited by your imagination. 
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Competition Winners January‘06 

Beginners Section had five entrants: 
1st place : William Hilliard 
2nd place: Michael Mc Namara 
3rd place: John Kane 
4th place: Willie Reville 
5th place: Joe Mc Nally 
 
 
Experienced Section had seven entrants: 
1st place: Richard Murphy 
2nd place: John Holmes 
3rd place: Pat Lambert 
4th place: Paddy Finn 
5th place: Niall Cahill 
6th place: Tom Delaney 

Advanced Section had nine entrants: 
1st place:  Colm Hyland   
Joint 2nd place:  Albert Sloane / Joe Laird 
3rd place:  Martin O’Halloran  
4th place:  Pat Walsh (1) 
5th place:  Albert Dooley 
6th place:  Pat Walsh (2) 

Judges for December 2005: Seamus Carter, Harry East, Jonathan Wigham 
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Demo Notes for February 2006 
 

“More entries  needed to promote 

the monthly competitions in the 

Dublin Chapter” 
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Extra bodies for the last 

Spinning Wheel Crew still required 

 

Joe laird is still looking for 

volunteers to help turn and assemble 

the new wheel. 

 

If anybody else  is willing and avail-

able could they please contact Joe as 

soon as possible. Contact details are 

given below. 

 

Joe Laird @ 087-8595265   

Please take note of date 
and time for AGM 

 
 

National Guild  
Annual General Meeting 
  
 Date:     26th March 
  
 Venue:  Collins Barracks 
 
 Time:     2.00 PM 

Competions 2006     

     

Advanced score Dec Jan Feb 

Albert Sloane 28 15 13  

Martin O' Halloran 24 13 11  

Colm Hyland 22 7 15  

Albert Dooley 16 9 7  

Pat Walsh(2) 15 6 9  

Joe Laird 13 0 13  

Seamus O'Reilly 11 11 0  

Pat Walsh(1) 11 5 6  

Joe O'Neill 5 0 5  

Cecil Barron 5 0 5  

Experienced     

Paddy Finn 24 15 9  

Malcolm Hill 18 13 5  

Richard Murphy 15 0 15  

John Holmes 13 0 13  

Pat Lambert 11 0 11  

Niall Cahill 7 0 7  

Tom Delaney 6 0 6  

Beginners score    

Sean Egan 15 15 0  

William Hilliard 15 0 15  

John Killoran 13 13 0  

Michael McNamara 13 0 13  

John Kane 11 0 11  

Willie Reville 9 0 9  

Joe McNally 7 0 7  

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDER 
 

4th March Gorey Chapter Seminar 
 
April 8th  Craobh Eo Chapter Seminar 
 
6th May  Galway Chapter Seminar 
 
10th June Ulster Chapter Seminar 
 
8th July  Dublin Chapter Seminar in Larch Hill 
  Scout camp for all the family 


