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It is with great trepidation that I have taken over from Niall Cahill as editor of our 
monthly (don’t hold me to that) newsletter. I was absolutely terrified about how I was 
going to fill so much space every month until I heard  a member of our illustrious Gov-
ernment explain how he had forgotten to pay  a substantial bill and was most aggrieved 
that anybody should doubt his sincerity. So if you as members leave me a little short of 
articles or comments the odd time well then I’ll just have to improvise wont I!!    

Niall Cahill has left this job for better things and we all wish him well in his new en-
deavours and thank him most sincerely ( There's that word again) for all the excellent 
work he carried out on the newsletter and I hope to emulate his efforts or dare I say it 
improve on them.  

Either  way I hope Niall will continue his close ties with the newsletter in the coming 
months.   

We are starting  a new  year with all that entails , New shiny must-have tools from 
Santa, new projects and for some the arrival of something really big and shiny from 
down under!! (Watch this space for further developments). This plan will  only  succeed 
if a certain member’s better half doesn’t ask too many of those awkward questions such 
as “ Why do you want the big one, wouldn’t the little one be cheaper” or “Could we not 
get the new bed ” etcetera. AND THIS YEAR  the answer to those questions will be 
“Cos Joe got the big one so I’m having the big one and no we wont be buying a new 
bed” But as usual I wake up before I can finish my ranting . You didn’t really think I’d 
be that brave ! 

����������������������
������������������������

���������
�����������������������


��������������		
�

������� �����������

��������	
��
�����������	
��
�����������	
��
�����������	
��
���
�
���
��
��
���
��
��
���
��
��
���
��
�� ���

���������	�
���	
��
����
�����
�������������

�

· �����������	
���
��	

· ���	�����
�	

· �������
	����
�	

· ���	���������		

�����
�	

· ��������	����
	
��

���
��	

· ���	�������
���
�	

��
	����	

· ������
	����
	��
	

�������	�
���� �

· ��� 	
�!���		 �

· �������
	���� �

����	���������
������������	���������
������������	���������
������������	���������
��������� ���

 ��������		! ����
�

"�#���$��%�������

��������������
����		!�
�

January: Christien Van Bussel 
February: Hervé de Wergifosse 
March:     Willie Creighton       

Competitions 

February 2006  

 A pair of Candlesticks 

March 2006  

Beginners:  
    1 Goblet 

Experienced /  
Advanced: 

    2 Matching Goblets 
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Since I started turning I have had an ambition 
to own a Tormek grinder. It just seemed the 
perfect way of getting the correct edge on 
tools. And when you’re struggling to get that 
perfect finishing cut something that promises 
the perfect edge on your tool seems like 
manna from heaven! 

Well I never bought a Tormek. Never could 
afford it! But I still hanker after it. And this 
book only increased my yearning. 

While the book is basically a manual for the 
Tormek bench grinder it is well worth reading 
or at least a good perusal. The first few chap-
ters, in particular, give a good general guide to 
sharpening; talking about angles, pressure, 
tool rests and jigs. The later chapters go into 
detail on the multitude of jigs available for the 
Tormek grinder– everything from a scissors 
jig to the various jigs for grinding turning and 
carving tools and even one for sharpening 
your hatchet! 

The Tormek  system is a water cooled slow 
grinder but it also has a fast speed for the ini-
tial shaping of tools. The combination of slow 
speed and water ensures that tools do not 

overheat when grinding. It also has a 
leather honing wheel for giving that ultra 
sharp finish. 

This is not a cheap system. There are two 
models available— Tormek 2000 and Tor-
mek 1200. The latter is the hobby/DIY ver-
sion and the former a full scale professional 
grinder. Neither is cheap. I don’t have Irish 
prices but in the Axminster catalogue the 
1200 is £165.00 stg and the 2000  is 
£290.00. The jigs don’t come cheaply ei-
ther ranging from £16 to nearly £100. Ax-
minster does a Tormek system wood turn-
ers Kit for £151.30 ! So you would want to 
be serious about your turning before you 
would invest in a Tormek system but if you 
do it seems to me one of the best out there. 
On the other hand perhaps you would be 
better off buying a few cheap tools and 
grinding them away learning how to grind 
freehand. That’s the way Id prefer to go but 
I never seem to have the time or the moti-
vation to concentrate on freehand sharpen-
ing. 

I still hanker after a Tormek! 
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Dublin East Central Chapter 
This chapter meets on second Saturday of each month in Lorcan 
Green Community Centre / Scout Hall at 2.00 pm. See map. 
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The following new 
members joined the 
Dublin Chapter in De-
cember and we all ex-
tend a very warm wel-
come to them: 

1. Colm Kincaid 

2. Chris Cahill 

3. Joe McNally 

4. John Kane 

5. John Whelan 
But be warned, wood-

turning is addictive and 
has been known to cre-
ate more than the odd 
widow, some thing like 
the game of Golf, ex-
cept a lot less expen-
sive unless you suc-
cumb to the effects of 
the “must-have shiny 
tool syndrome” . This 
dreaded illness has 
filled more than one 
tool box in many a 

workshop, a fact which 
will never be admitted 
by the victim as he or 
she will be able to jus-
tify in some way, shape 
or form the acquisition 
of yet another shiny 
tool or jig or lump of 
wood which will inevita-
bly join the already 
large pile in the corner 
of said workshop!! So 
with this in mind please 
join us!!     
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Position   Members Name  Contact details 
Chairman:   Charles Ryan   087-6123936 
Secretary:   Peter Mulvaney  01-2802745 (H) 
Treasurer   Paddy Finn   087-9801140 
Newsletter Editor:  Richard Murphy  087-2958519 
Competitions Secretary: Tom Delaney   087-9504690 
Books  / Videos   John Killoran   01-4903410 (H) 
Exhibition Chairman  Michael Faye   087-6681345 

Tom McDonogh’s Spinning Wheel Project Team 

Editor’s  
Contact Details 

 
Richard Murphy  
 

Ph:087-2958519 
Or  

 
E-mail: 

boomer3@iolfree.ie 
 

Or  
 

26 Springlawn Drive 
Blanchardstown 
Dublin 15 
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December Demonstration   
By Joe O’Neill 

Anybody who attended the last chapter meeting of 2005 was treated to an exceptionally entertain-
ing demo by our outgoing chairman, Joe O’Neill. Joe covered a variety of subjects including thread 
chasing using a thread box which can be obtained from suppliers such as Goughs etc. He continued 
his demo by turning an oval tool handle using off centre turning techniques. Joe used an ordinary 
DML 24 to produce his demo pieces, in order that beginners would appreciate what can be 
achieved on a basic lathe which we all started turning on. Joe was keen to point out that safety 
when turning is vitally important and face masks for dust and for protection from flying objects 
(we have all done it at some time or other!) should be worn at all times. We ONLY get one pair of 
eyes so take heed. 
 
Tool handle 

Lathe used was a  Record  DML 24 set at 2000 rpm for the majority of the turning and reduced to a 
lower speed for sanding. The handle was turned from a piece of cherry but this can be varied to suit 
personal choice as long as it is a close grained hardwood which can withstand the stress imposed 
on a tool handle during use. The length of the handle is again a matter of personal taste but bear in 
mind the longer the handle the higher  the chance of it flexing on the lathe during turning at 2000 
rpm. The centre is marked at each end of the piece and two further points are marked either side of 
the centre point approximately 1/4 inch from the centre point at one end of the handle. Similar 
marks are applied at the opposite end of the handle except the measurements are increased to 5/16 
inch from the centre point.  

The piece is clamped firmly between each of the off centre points on the handle, use a steb centre 
and a revolving ring or steb centre to secure the piece on the lathe Check that the piece will not hit 
the tool-rest before you switch on the lathe, other wise you will find out why Joe stressed the point 
of the face mask! The lathe will vibrate when turned on as the piece is out of balance so it pays to 
have your lathe well secured to your bench or stand. A ghost image will appear at the top of the 
revolving piece and this will allow you to see the shape of the handle as you remove wood using a 
sharp roughing gouge. The gouge should be held firmly and placed on the tool rest so that the bevel 
rubs the revolving timber and as the gouge handle is raised the cutting edge will start to remove 
timber. Proceed slowly along the length of the handle removing small amounts of wood until the 
desired shape is formed on one side of the handle. Stop the lathe to view the piece as you proceed
( don’t attempt to touch the revolving piece as it hurts, honest it does). 

When the desired shape has been achieved on one side of the handle the piece is removed and se-
cured using the remaining two off centre marks and the process repeated until hopefully you will 
have achieved an oval handle shape. The handle is removed and replaced on the lathe, this time 
using the true centre points and a spigot turned on one end using a parting tool to match the internal 
diameter of a collar such as 3/4 inch copper piping. Joe uses a callipers to size the spigot as he feels 
a vernier callipers is too dangerous, a friend of his lost an eye when a vernier callipers got caught 
on a piece of timber and the end of the callipers hit him in the eye. The collar is fitted to the spigot 
and should be a tight fit. The collar will give extra support to the shaft of the handle and prevent 
the handle splitting. The remaining end of the handle can be rounded over and then sanded, sealed 
and finished to your personal taste i.e. waxed, stained  etc. All  that remains is for a hole to be 
drilled in the handle to a suitable size for the tool shaft. The tool can be tapped into place and glued 
if required using araldite or similar glue.        

Candle Stick  

Joe continued his demo by turning a beautiful candle stick consisting of two pieces, a base and 
stem. At this stage time was not on Joe’s side and he proceeded to turn the candle stick at his nor-
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Beginners Section had two entrants: 
1st place : Sean Egan 
2nd place: John Killoran 
Experienced Section had two entrants: 
1st place: Paddy Finn 
2nd place: Malcolm Hill 

mal speed which was quite a sight considering he kept up a running commentary of jokes and con-
versations with some of the more articulate members of the audience. The stem consisted of several 
beads and coves of various sizes along its length. Before starting the stem Joe bores a hole to suit the 
metal candle holder in one end and then turns a separate wooden plug to fit this hole. By holding this 
plug on a small screw chuck the stem can be turned between centres and the candleholder fitted af-
terwards. This method ensures the holder is centred correctly in the stem. 

Home-made Tools 

Joe regularly modifies tools or manufactures a tool to suit a particular job. A beading tool can be 
made by drilling a hole through a piece of high speed steel bar (available in small sections from the 
likes of Goughs etc) and then cutting in half through the hole. The edges are ground back at an angle 
and this tool can be used to produce beads of equal dimensions on a spindle or indeed many other 
pieces. Joe has used small round sections of HSS steel bar to create a point tool which is very useful 
for cleaning up fillets and small detail work. The tool steel is ground to a point by producing  three 
facets at one end of the round bar and it is this point that can be used to clean up the fillets and small 
details on your projects.    

Advanced Section had seven entrants: 
1st place: Albert Sloane 
2nd place: Martin O’Halloran 
3rd place: Seamus O’Reilly 
4th place: Pat Walsh 
5th place: Colm Hyland 
6th place: Albert Dooley 

Judges for December 2005: Seamus Carter, Shay Nolan, Tom Gibson 
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A brief note from Chris Hayes regarding  

National Guild matters 
 

A new secretary is urgently required as the present secretary 
has had to resign due to personal reasons. We all wish him well 
and offer our sincere thanks for all his hard work during his 
tenure. 
 
Nominations for the position of Guild president will be re-
quired as the incumbent president has announced he will be 
stepping down from office at the end of the current year. Other 
positions on the committee may become vacant so please give a 
thought to nominating someone or running for the position if 
you feel so inclined . The present committee have served is all 
very well but they need a break and new blood to keep things 
moving 
. 
The National Guild has opened the tendering process for the 
25th birthday celebration in 2008. The tendering process is 
open to all chapters and it is hoped that something very special 
can be organised for the event. The final decision will be an-
nounced in due course to all entrants. 
 
Chris made the point that if anybody was contemplating setting 
up a chapter then there are handbooks available at the various 
chapters. These handbooks contain the Guild rules and details 
needed by new chapters.   

 
Spinning Wheel Crew Required 

 
Joe laird is in need of another  
spinning wheel and is looking for  
volunteers to help turn and assemble 
the new wheel. 
 
If any body is willing and available 
could they please contact Joe as 
soon as possible. Contact details are 
given below. 
 
Joe Laird @ 087-8595265   

 
UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDER 

 
April 8th Craobh Eo Chapter Seminar 
 
4th March Gorey Chapter Seminar 
 
6th May Galway Chapter Seminar 
 
10th June Ulster Chapter Seminar 
 
8th July Dublin Chapter Seminar 

Woodturning Lessons 
 
Joe O’Neill  087-6230162 
—————————————— 
Tom Gibson  01-8420634 
   086-8241470 
E-mail:     tmgibson@hotmail.com 
—————————————— 
Peter Mulvaney 01-2802745 
 
Individual lessons or maximum of two 
persons per class 
 

FREE TIMBER FOR THE  
TAKING!! 

 
An offer of free timber was received at 
Decembers meeting from the lady whose 
detail are given below. The timber is free 
to anybody interested in acquiring it. 
Please contact the lady before calling to 
arrange a convenient time and to check if 
there is any left. 
 
Contact: Mrs. Lorna McMahon 
   21 Arnold Grove 
   Glenegeary 
   Dublin 
Phone no: 01-2852947 

National Guild  
Annual General Meeting 

  
 Date:  25th March  
 Venue: Collins Barracks 
 Time:  To be announced 


